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TIIE I-=>ROGRESS OF TIIE NArrION: 1790 TO 1880. 

Tho two !'tccbmpm1ying sorim; of maps of tho 1'.Jnitell Stn.tcs, showing the tlousit;y of the population, m·o intended 
to oxltihit tho increase an<l tllll movement; of population from the (foto of the First Census, in 1700, throngh nino 
dccatlos, to 1880. Of those m:tpH, tho 1in1t. nine, np to arnl iuelndi11g tltu.t ofl870, u.ro roproclnetions from the Si:lttistic:al 
Jltla8 of ilw l!nUotl Sta.teN, pul>lislwtl in 187'1. 'l'lw earlier ones ure on tho smno scah.I a::i tlw1:1c of tho ntliw; tho la,ter 
onos rtre retlm'.rnl in scale. 

'l'lrn motho<l hy whiclt thmm umps ltnvo boon noustrnlli;ml iR tlrnb llfll)<l for till\ atlas ithovc reforrml to, ttu<l i1:1 
explained in i;luit work. IJ.'his o,xplanation i~ hero mp1·o<lucrnl, wilih 1:1uch elmllges arnl lllO(liJimttions as appom to be 
11 OCOSl:mry. . 

'J:hmm ma1>s, 0110 for m1iel1 emu-ms, show Uw densif.y of vopnlni;ion, ·i. o., iilto munhor of irnliYichrnlA to a sqnaro 
milo, nrmngotl within eortain groups. Tho som>rnl i:inries of maps, !;(111 in nmnher, rulates to the Ton!;lt Ueusm,i, 
Hhowing tho d.onsity of 1mpuhL!fon in detail. Ba.eh covers 11 sepn,mto portion of th<l present torritory oi' tho United 
St11tes, and exhibits t;lw i'n.ets of populn,tion at tho cl!tte of ~lnno 1, 1880. 

Tho map of tho lJui!;o<l St;atos in 0110 shoot, showing 'the density of population in 1880, is to bo roganle<l as u, 
gonoralilmtion from tho ten d.etailrnl nmpR just rofol'l'Otl to. 

'1'110 general mothrnl of' propnrring the Hrst; series of lihPRc maps hns hom1 mliform, nrnl iH as follmn~: 'rho eonnty 
ha:-;, in glllwrnl, boon tn.lrnn as a unit.. I!;s po1mlation, ni; tho poriocl to which Uto map l'(•tbni, lmving been 11RcOl'taitwll, 
th(\ vopnlation of all eitfoR ol:' H,000 inlmlJil;ants, or rnoro, exi1:1t,iug within it, has hmm <le<hrnl;ml tllord'rom, 1;1to 
JlO]Htlation of rineh uitios hniug r(1prnRtmte<l hy cirelrn; of solitl eolor, lill\pnmtn J\.•0111 the other populnt:io11, whi111l 
lnlit;111• is rl\gar1lrnl, for tht1 inn·po:-;es ol' illnstmtion, ns rnml popnlation uniformly sproad over tho sm·.l'aeo ol' t;Jie 
(~.onut.y. 'l'ho rnrn.l vopnlation is then divhletl by tho men of tho county in sq1mn1 milm;, tho quoti<.\nt rc1n·<1so11th1g 
Llw 1worn.go dmrnit;y of sei;tlemlmt. 

In eases, ltowover, wh(lre thll eom1t,y w:ts of mmsnal oxtm1t, or i;Jwro wns reason to hcliove that; .its <lunsit.y <lilli.wc<l 
grontly in <liff'oront imrts, tho oount;;y wits 110 longor t1tkc11 (mtir11, but waK oxamine<l h;r :-ieotiomi, even seeticmi:i aR 
Rnrnll n.'! its townships or ol;lwr e.ivil. <livisionH. Tho 1mml>or of eonuifoR iihns hrolum up for tho JHll'JlORo of 
oompn.rison wonW. nn.tm'1tll,Y vn.t•y groatly. In souw comms ymtrs, as in en.so of tho la.tl~l' 0110H, it would n.monnt to 
sovorn.l hnwho<l; i.n ol;Juws, parliioularly (;J10 oarlinr onel:l, to 1,;carcely a.s many Rcm'l1, 

~rho 1w11rngo 1le11:-iil.y of eiwh connt;y, or imrl; of a eom1Ly, lmving· hoeu thus asm11-taine<1, the scetionH RO takon 
worn gron 1 H11l 1toerH'lli11g· to It vo 1logrm\R of tlomii l;y, n.s oxplainn<l in t,}l(I h•grnHIN iwcom 1m11yi11g· t;Jrn lllllJ.IH. '.l'lw 
gmun·a.l plan of g·1:onpiug· ltaH hmm Lo nmlrn mi umny large groups aH eonl<l l>o uuulll without mm·ging any apvrnciahl<i 
lll'OtJOl'tiOll lll gl'Oll)>S Of Hr llHLl']rndJy clifl:'lll'l\llli g'l'Hlfo: i;lurn, if Hr Hit1glo eon11l.,)r of HlllU.Jl exfon(', bdOllg'iJlg' togroup :J, 
8h011ltl 1>11 Hn1Tom11le<l by mm1.y eonnt.ius ol.' group ~t 01· ol' group 2, ii; wo11lll noi; l>e preRcrYml cliRtinct;, llllL wonl<l 
t,11.kc tho Hlw.diug ol' itH genonLl su(\t,ion, oi!Jwl' 2 or ~1, u.s till\ cu.so mig·ht; he. II', lww1wm·, n, couni,y or group 4: or f) 
1:1ho11lll npprntr t1.111011g co11utiefiol' g1·oup l or 2, tlto diiitfoction woulll IHI regar1lml of sullicient im11orl:mwe to lm 
maintai.tw<l. Again, it eouu t,,y wl:mm iworage llensit,y brought, it', within group 4, mig·ht. he found with cmmt.i<JH of gronp 
a 011 onn Hi<ln fmtl of.' gl'Oup 5 on t;lle otlrnr, appearing Llurn (;o belong to a group disiinul; lhnn hol;h, y11t an examiuatrion 
iuLo tho tlrnrniL,y of iLs eonsLilmnnl; town1:1ltipH mig·hl",, an<l gomw1.1illy would, ~levelop the faut; that thmm pi~rt1:1 ol' t;l111 
ClHlllt~r which hol'dere<l Oil gTonp B, Wl\l'C rtmlly of j;Jmt g'l'llr<lo, Wltile tho ]ml'ts lJOI.'<loring Oll group 0 l>lllOllg'litl ill blmli 
class. In :-iuelt 11 caso, the diviHiou of the county hy n, eontral line, nrnl tho ihrowing of J)Hrts on the one si<lo awl 

'•on the other, i11to tho rM1jncont gTonps, wonl<l not onl;y dispense wi!i11 tho necessity for preserving u small so1mmto 
g'l'oup upon tho nrn,p, but wonl<l oven more correet;ly reprmwnt tho fn.cts of tho ease than wouhl ho dono hy 
1·opresonting· iiho ontim ccnrnty ns of group <1. Agn.i11, a tie1' of conn !iios along n rivor or a rnilro11<1 might ;yieltl tt 

quotient showing a.n iwemge popnla;t;ion of only thirt;y to 11 sqnaro mile, nml thus np1ien.r to belong in group 3, 
whereas an examination of the towirnhips eomposi11g tho conntJ' miglt(; :-ilwwt.lmi~, for a fow miles llltck from the river, 
the densil~y wns nuwh grm1tor; whil(I in t;ho portion fartlleRt itwa.y i'J.'om tho river tho <limsity was mneh less than tho 
iwcrugo, tlnrn splitting tho eonui;y, pcrlw,p~, into two gronps,. vfa, 4: and 2. 
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XII INTRODUCTION-DISCUSSION OF THE POPULATION. 

The manner of making the detailed sheets was in every respect similar to that of.forming the general maps, 
except in the following details: .. A11 cities and towns of 4,00Q population and upward were taken from the population 
of the county before obtaining its density. This gives more nearly the density of the rural population. The 
subdivisions of the counties were used as units in a much larger proportion of cases, and in the subdivision of 
counties much greater attention was given to differences caused by the presence of circumstances affecting population, 
such as the existence of str~ams, railroads, water~power, and lands more or less suitable for agriculture. Moreover, 
in tµe place of using five degrees of density, these maps have been constructed with nine degrees. In other words, 
these maps differ from the general map only in giving, in all respects, a greater degree of detail. 

The county, and, in some cases, the township, has been adopted as a unit, not with a view to representing 
separately each such subdivision, for this the scale of the map would not permit, but for the sake of more de:finite1y 
determining the true line of demarkation between large groups, and of resolving such false appearances as those 
indicated in the last two illustrations. 

Such bei.r;tg the system and the scope of the ilfostrations under consideration, it is proposed briefly to discuss the 
increase and movement of population from 1790 to 18.80. It should throughout be remembered that the nrnps do 
not profess to exhibit settlements which do not reach an average of two to the square mile, for a tract large enough 
to be clearly shown to the eye on the scale employed. It follows that the outside line of color indicates the limits 
of population of two or more to the square mile, the petty population that lies beyond being made up of the 
solitary ranchman, trapper, or :fisherman, or of mining parties, lumber camps, and the like. This line, which limits 
the average density of two to a square mile, is considered as the limit of settlement-the frontier line of population. 

Let us consider the results of measurement and comput.ations as to the extent of this line, and as to the space 
which it focloses on the different maps. 

1790. 

The First Ce~sus of the United States, taken as of the first Monday in .August, 1790, under the prodsions of the 
second section of the :first article of the Constitution, showed the population of the thirteen states then existing and 
of the unorganized territory to be, in the aggregate, 3,929,214. 

This population W8S distributed almost entirely on the Atlantic seaboard, extending from the eastern boundary 
of Maine nearly to Florida, and in the region known as tlte Atlantic plain. Only a very small proportion of the 
inhabitants of the United States, not, indeed, more than 5 per cent., was then to be found west of the system of the 
.Appalachian mountains. The average depth of settlement, in a direction at right· angles to the coast, was 255 
miles. The densest settlement was found in eastern Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and Connecticut, and about 
New York city, whence population had extended northward up the Hudson, and was already quite dense as far 
as .Albany. The settlements in Pennsylvania, which had started from Philadelphia, on the Delaware, had extended 
northeastward, and formed a solid body of occupation from New York, through Philadelphia, clown to the upper 
part of Delaware. · 

The Atlantic coast, as far back as the limits of tide-water, was well settled at that time from Casco bay southwarcl 
to the northern border of N ortb Carolina. In what was then the district of Maine, sparse settlement extended along 
the whole seaboard. The southern two-t,hirds of New Hampshire and nea,rly all of Vermont were covered by 
population. In New York, branching off from the Hudson at the mouth of the Mohawk, the line of population 
followed up a broad gap between the .Adirondacks and the Catskills, and even reached beyond the center of the state, 
occupying the whole of the Mohawk valley and the country about the interior New York lakes. In Pennsylvania 
population had spread northwestward, occupying not only the .Atlantic plain, but, with sparse settlements, the region 
traversed by the numerous parallel ridges of the eastern portion of the .Appalachians. The general limit of settlemP-nt · 
was, at that time, the southeastern-edge of the .Allegheny plateau, but beyond this, at the junction of the Allegheny 

.and Monongahela rivers, a point early occupied for military purposes, considerable settlements had been esfa1blished 
prior to the war of the Hevolution. In Vfrginia settlements had extended westward beyond the Blue I{iidge, and into 
what is now West Virginia, on the western slope of the .Allegheny mountains, though very sparsely. From Virginia, 
also, a narrow tongue of settlement bad penetrated down to the head of the Tennessee river, in the great Appalachian 
valley. In North Carolina the settlements were abruptly limited by the base of the .Appalachians. The state was 
occupied with remarkable uniformity, except in its southern and central portion, whe,re population was compa.ratfrely 
sparse. In Sou th Oa,rolina, on the other hand, there was evidence of much natural selection, apparently with 
reference to the character of soils. Charleston was then a city of considerable magnitude, and about it was grouped 
a comparatively dense popufation; but all along a belt running south westward across the state, near its central 
part, the settlement was very sparse. This area of sparse settlement joined with that of central North Carolina, and 
ran eastward to t,he coast, near the junction of the two states. Further westward, in the "up counfry" of Sonth 
Carolina, the density of settlement was noticeably due- to the improvement in soil.;;' At this date settlements were 
almost entirely agricultural, and the causes for variation in their density were general ones. The movements of 
1~opulation at this epoch may be traced in almost every case to the cha,racter of the soil, and to facility of transvortatio:n 
to the sea.board; and, as the inhabitants were tllen dep<:mdent mainly upon water trammorti1t,ion, we find the 
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ITS DISTRIBUTION IN 1880. XIII 

Outside the area of continuous settlement, which we have attempted to sketch, were found, in 1700, a number 
of smaller settlements of greater Dr less extent. The principal of these lay in northern Kentucky, bordering upon 
the Ohio river, comprising an area of 107900 square miles. Another, in western Virginia, lay upon the Ohio and 
Kanawha rivers, and comprised 750 square miles. A third, in Tennessee, upon the Cumberland river, embraced 
1,200 square miles. 

In addition to these, there were a score or more of sma.U posts, or incipient settlements, scattered over what 
was then an almost untrodden wilderness, such as Detroit, Vincennes, Kaskaskia, Prairie du Chien, Mackinac, an~l 
Green Bay, beside the humble beginnings of Elmira and Binghamton, in New York, which, even at tllat time, lay 
outside the body of continuous settlement. 

Following the line which limits this great body of settlement in all its undulations, we find its length to be 3,200 
miles. In this measurement no account bas been made of slight irregularities, such as thm;e in the ordinary 
meanderings of a river which forms the boundary-line of population; but we have traced all the ins and outs of this 
frontier line, which seem to indicate a distinct change in the settlement of the country for any cause, whether of 
progression or of retrogression. The area of settlement, thus, is the area embraced between the frontier line and the 
coast, diminished by such unsettled areas as may lie within it, and increased by su~h as lie without it. These are 
not susceptible of very accurate determination, owing to the fact that our best maps are, to a certain extent, incorrect 
in boundaries and areas; but all the accuracy required for onr present purpose can be secured. The settled area of 
1790, as indicated by the line traced, is 226,085 square miles. The entire body of continuously settled area lay 
between 31° and 45° north latitude and 570 and s30 west longitude. 

Outside of this bod,y of continuous settlement are the smaller areas mentioned above, which, added to the main 
body of settled area, give as a total 2397935 square miles, the aggregate population being 3,9297214, a.nd the average 
density of settlement 16.4 to the square mile. "' 

In 1790 the district of Maine belonged to Massachusetts. Georgia comprised not only the present state of that 
name, but nearly all of what are now the states of Alabama and Mississippi. The states of Kentucky and Tennessee 
were then known as the "Territory south of the Ohio river", and the present states of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, 
lVIichigan, "Wisconsin, and part of Minnesota, as the "Territory northwest of the Ohio river". Spain claimed 
possession of wllat is now Florida, with a strip along the southern border of Alabama, Mississippi, and all of the 
region west of the Mississippi river. 

An inspection of the maps relating to the earlier census years will show that the progress of population 
westward across the Appalachian system has taken place, in the main, along four lines. The northernmost of thesP, 
which was the first to be developed, runs through central New York, following up, generally, the Mohawk river. 
This line bas, throughout our history, been one of the principal courses of population in its westward flow. The 
second crosses southern Pennsylvania, western Maryland, and northern Virginia., parallel to and along the course of 
the upper Potomac. The third runs through Virginia, passing southwestward down the great Appalacllian valley, 
crossing thence over into Kentucky and Tennessee. South of thfo, foe principal movement westward has been 
around the end of the Appalachian chain, through Georgia and Alabama. 

1§00 .. 

At the Second Census, that of 1800, the frontier line, as it appears on the map, has been rectified, so that while 
it embraces 282,208 square miles, it describes a course, when measured in the same manner as that of 1790, of oniy-
2,800 lineal miles. The advancement of this line has taken place in every direction, though in some parts of the 
country much more m~rkedly than in others. · 

In Maine and New Hampshire there is apparent only a slight northward movement of settlement; in Vermont, 
on the other hand, while the sett1ecl area has not decidedly increased, its density has become greater. Massachusetts 
shows but little change, but in Connecticut the settlements along the lower course of the Connecticut river have 
a,ppreciably increased. 

In New York settlement has poured up the Hudson to the mouth of the Mohawk, and thence, through the great 
natural roadwa;y, westward. The narrow tongue, which before Pxtendecl out beyond the middle of the state, has now 
1videned until it spreads from the southern border of the state to lake Ontario. A narrow belt of settlement eveu 
stretches down the St. Lawrence, and along a11 the northern bonler of the state, to lake Champlain, completely 
surrounding what may be characteristically defined as the Adirondack region. 

In Pennsylvania settlements have extended np the Susquehanna and joined tbe New York groups, leaving, ns 
yet, an unsettled .space in the northeast corner of the state, whinh comprises a body of rugged monntafa country. 
With the exception of a little strip along the western border of Pennsylvania, the northern part of the state, west 
of the Susquehanna, is as yet entirely without inhabitants. Population has streamed across the southern half of 
the state, and settled in a dense body about the forks of the Ohio river, at the present site of Pittsburgh, and tlience 
extended slightly into the state of Ohio. 

In Virginia we note but little change, although there is a general extension of settlement, with an increase in 



XIV IN'rRODUOTION-DISOUSSION OF 'l'HE POPULATION. 

density, especially along the coast. North Carolina is now almost entirely covered with popuhltion; the mountain 
1'egion has, generally speaking, llecu nearly all reclaimell to the service of man. In Son th Carolina there is a general 
increase in density of settlement, while the soµthwestern bonler has been carried down, until now tlie Altamalrn. 
river is its limit. Tb.e incipient settlements in northern Kentucky have spread sonthwa.rd across foe state, and · 
even into Tonnessee, forming a junction with the little settlement, noted at the date of the last census, on the 
Cumberland river. Tlle gTOU}) thus formed has extended down the Ohio, nearly to its junction with the Tennessee 
and the Cmnberlancl, and across the Ohio river into the present state of Ohio, wbere we note the beginning of 
Oineiunati. Other infant settlements appear at this date. On the east side of the Mississippi river, in the present 
state of Mississippi, is a strip of settlement along· the bluffH l>elow the Yazoo bottom. Beside the settlement on 
the present site of St. Louis, not at this time within the United States, is an adjacent settlement in wltat is now 
lllinois, while a.Jl the pioneer settlements previously noted have grown to a greater or less extent. 

From the region embraced between the frontier line and the Atlantic must be deductell the Adirondack tract, 
in northern New York, and the unsettled region in northern Pennsylvn,nia, already referred to; so that the actual 
area of settlement, bounded by a continuous line, is to be taken at 271,908 square miles. All this lies between 
300 Jil' and 4uo 15' north latitude, and 1370 antl 88° west longitude. 

To this shou1<1 be added the ag·gregate extent of all settlements lying outside of the frontier line, which 
collectively amount to 33,800 square miles, making a total area of settlement of 305,708 sqnare miles. As the 
aggregate po1mlation is G,308,483, the average density of settlement is 17.4. 

TJ10 infant settlements of this period have been much retarded at many points by tlle opposition of the Indian 
tribes; lmt in the 11eighborhood of tlle more densely settled portions of the northern part of the country these 
obstacles have been of less magnitude than fa.rther south. In Georgia, especially, the la,rge and powerful tribes 
of Creeks and Cherokees have stµbbornly opposed the progress of l)Oj?nlation. 

During the decaL1e just past Vermont, formed from a part of New York, bas been admitted to the Union; also 
Kentucky and Tennessee, formed from the "Territory south of the river Obio"; Mississippi territory, having, 
however, very different boundaries from the iwesent state of that name, has been organized; while the" Territory 
northwest of the river Ohio" has been divided and Indiana territory organized from the western portion. 

1810. 

At 1810 we note great changes, especially the extension of the sparse settlements of the li1terior. The hills of 
western New York have become almost entirely covered with population, which has spread along the south sbore of 
lake Erie well oV"er into Ohio, aml has effected t1 junction with the previously existing llody of popu1atiou about 
the forks of the Ohio river, leavinrr unsettled an included heart·sirnped area in northern Penns;ylvania, which 
comprises the rnggetl country of the Appalacllian plateau. The occupation of the Ohio river has now become 
comr>lete, from its head to its month, ·with the exception of small gaps below the mouth of the Tennessee. 
Spreading in e'.'ery direction from the "dark and bloody ground" of K~ntncky, settlement covers almost the entire 
state, while the southern border line llas been extendecl to tbe Tennessee river, in northern Afabama. In Georgia 
settlements are still hekl back by the Creek and the Cherokee Indians, although in 1802 a treaty with tlle former 
tribe relieved the sotithwestern portion of the state of their presence, and left the ground O}Jen for occupa.ncy by the 
wbites. In Ohio settlements, sttnting from the Ollio river ancl from southwestern Pennsylvania, have workCLl 
northward and westward, until they cover two.thirds of the area of the state. Michigan and Imliana are still 
virgin territory, with the exceptiou of a little strip about Detroit, in the former sta.te, and a small area iu the 
southwestern part of the latter. St. Louis, from a fur.trading })Ost, 1rns become an important center of' settlement, 
population having spread northward above the mouth of the Missouri and southwtwcl along the l\1ississippi to the 
moutb of the Ohio. At the mouth of the Arkansas, in wbnt is now the state of .Arkansas, is a similar body of 
settlement. The transfer of tbe territory of Louisiana to our jurislliction, which was effected in 180!3, has brought 
into thG country a large body of popuh1tion, wllieh strctclles along the l\Iississippi river from its mouth nearly up 
to the present northern limit of the. state of Louisiana, li.p the Red riyer and the St. Francis, in general ·occupying 
the allnyial regions. The incipient settlements noted on the last map in 1\iississippi have effected a jnnctiou with 
those of Louisiana, while in lower Alabama and Mississippi n, similar patch appears upon the Mobile aml the 
Pear11frers. 

In this decade large additions have been made to the territory of the United States, and many changes haw~ . 
been effected in the lines ·or interior division. The purchase of Louisiana has added l,124,G85 square miles, an 
empire in itself, to the.United States, an cl has given to us absolute control of the Mississippi and its navigable branches. 
Georgia,, during· the same period, has ceded to the United States the portion of its territory which now constitutes the 
larger lmrt of the states of Alabama and J\'Iississippi. The state of Ohio has been formed from a JlOrtion of what 
previously was kuown as the "Territory north of the Oltio riYer "· Michigan territory has been erected, comprising 
what is now the lower peninsnla of Michigan; Indiana territory has become restricted to the present limits of the 
state of that uarne; Illinois territory comprises all of the present state of llliuois, with that of Wisconsin, and a 
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rrs DISTRIBUTION IN 1820. xv 

part of Minnesota; while from the Louisiana purchase has been carved, under the name of the "Territory of 
Orleans", all that part of the present state of Louisiana which lies west of the Mississippi river, the remainder of 
the great territory so cheaply acquired from .France being known by the name of the "Louisiana territory". 

At this date the frontier line is 2,900 miles long, and includes between itself and the Atlantic 408,895 
. square miles. From this must be deducted several large areas of unsettled land: first, the area in northern 

New York, now somewha.t smaller than ten years before, but still by no means jnconsi<lerable in extent; second, 
the heart-shaped area in northwestern Pennsylvania, embracing part of the Allegllany plateau, in size about equal 
to the unsettled area in New York; third, a strip along tlle central part of what is now \¥est Virgiuia, extending 

. from tlle Potomac southward, taking in what is now a part of eastern Kentucky and southwestern Virginia, aml 
c:xte]}(ling nearly to the border line of Tennessee; fourth, a cornparatirnly small area iu northern Tennessee, upon 
the Cumberland plateau. These tracts together comprise 26,050 square miles, making tlle actunl area of settlement 
incluclecl within the frontier line 382,845 sqm1re miles. All this lies between latitude 2uo 30' and 45° 15' north, aml 
between the meridians of 670 and 330 30' west. 

Beyond the frontier there are, in addition to the steadily increasing number of outposts and minor settlements, 
several considerable hodics of population, which have been above noted. The aggregate extent of these, and of 
the numerous small patclrns of rwpulation scattered over the west and south, may be estimated at 25,100 square 
miles, ma~ing tlle total area of settlement in 1810, 4071945 square miles; tlle aggregate population being 7,239,881, 
and the average density of settlemel.lt 17.7 to the square mile. 

Between 1800 and 1810 tlle principal territorial changes have been as follows: Ohio has been admitted, and 
the territories of Illinois and Michigan have l>een formed from parts of Indiana territory. 

18~0. 

The decade from 1810 to 1820 has witnessed several territorfaJ cllanges. Florida at this date (1820) is a blank 
upon the map. The treaty with Spain, 1vhich gives her to us, is signed, but the delivery has not yet taken place. 
Alabama aud Mississippi, made from the Mississippf territory, have been orgm1ized and admitted as states. 
Indiana and Illinois appear as states, with their present limits. The territory of Louisiaua has been admitted as a 
state. The district of Maine bas also been erected into a state. Arkansas territory bas been cnt from tbe soutlwrn 
portion of the territory of Louisiana. Tlle Indian territory has been constituted to serve as a reservation for the 
Indian tribes. Michigan territory has been extended to include all of tlle present states of l\ficlligan, v\Tisconsiu, 
and part of Minnesota. That part of the old Louisiana territory remaining, after cutting 'Out Arkansas ancllndian 
t<irritory, llas received the name of "l\fissouri territory·"· 

Agaiµ, in 1820, we note a great change in reganl to the frontier line. It has become vastly more involved aml 
com1)lcx, extending from southeastern Michigan, on lake St. Clair, southwestward into wllat is now l\fissonri; 
thence, making a great semi-circle to the eastward, it sweeps west again arountl a bmly of po1mlation in Louisiana, 
aucl ends on the Gulf coast in that state. Tlle area included by it has immensely increased, but much of this 
increase is balanced by the great extent of unsettled land inclucled within it. 

Taking up tlle changes ill detail, we note, first, the great increase in the i1opnfation of central New York, a belt 
of increased settlement having swept u11 the Mohawk \'alley to lake Ontario, and along its shore nearly to the Niaga1;a 
river. A similar increase is seen about the forks of the Ohio river, while in northern Pennsylnmia the m1scttle<l 
region on the A1)palaehian plateau has sensibly clecrease(l in size. The nnsettlell area iu western Virginin, nrnl 
eastern Kentucky llas very greatly climinishecl, })Opulation having extended almost entirely over the Alleg·hany 
region in these states. The little settlements about Detroit have extended ancl spreacl along tlle sllore of lake Erie, 
until they have joined tlwse in Ohio. The frontier line in Oltio has crept nortlrward and westward, leaving only the 
northwestern corner of the state unoccn11ied. Population has spread northward from Kentucky and westward fro1n 
Ollio into southern 'Indiana, covering sparsely the lower third of that state. The groups of po1rnlation aronncl St. 
Louis, wllich at the time of the preYious census were enjoying a rapid growth, have extended widely, making a 
j11nc.tion with tlle settlements of Kentucky and Tennessee, along a broad belt in southern Illinois; following the main 
water-courses, population llas gone many scores of miles up the Mississippi and the Missouri rivers. The settlements 
in Alabama, which, up to this time had been very much retawlecl by the Creeks, were ra.pidly reinforcell and extended, 
in consequence of the victory of General Jackson over this tribe and the snliseqnent cession of portions of this territory. 
Immigration to Alabama has alremly become considerable, ancl in a short time the whole central portion of 
the state, embraciug a large part of tlle region drained by the Mobile river and its branches, will be covered by 
settlements, to extend northward and eftect a junction witlr the Kentucky and Tennessee settlements, a]}(l 
westward across the lower part of Mississippi, until they meet tlle Louisiana settlements. In Georgia the Cherokees 
and the Creeks still hold settlement back along tlle liue of the Altamaha river. There are, however, scatterecl 
bodies of population in various parts of the state, though of small extent. In Louisiana we note a graclual increase 
of tlle extent of redeemed territory, which appears to have been limited almost exactly by the borders of the alluvial 



XVI INTRODUCTION-DISCUSSION OF THE POPULATION. 

region. In Arkansas the settlements, which we saw at 1810 at the mouth of the Arkansas river, have cxtencled up 
tlle bottom lands of that river and of the Mississippi, forming a body of ])Opnlation of considerable size. · Beside 
these, a small body is found in the southern-central part of the state, at the southeastern base of the hill region, 
ancl anotller in the prairie region in the northern part. 

The frontier line now has a length of 4, 100 miles, em bracing an area, after taking ont all the unsettled regions 
incluue(l between it, the Atlantie, and the Gn1f, of 504,517 square miles, all lying between 29'.:> 30' aml 45° 30' north 
latitude, and between-Bio ancl 930 45' west .longitude. Outside the frontier line u.re some bodies of population on 
tlle Arkansas, White, and Washita rivers, in Arkansas, as before noted, as well as some small bodies in the 
northwest. Computing tltese at 4,200 Hquare miles in the aggregate, we have a total settled area of 508,717 square 
miles; the aggregate vo1mlation being 9,6:33,822, and the average cfonsity of settlement 18.9 to the square mile. 

1S30. 

In the decade from 1820 to 1830 other territorial changes have occnrrecl. In the early part of the decade the ihml 
transfer of Florida from Spanisltjnrisdiction was effected, aml it became a territory of the Unite.cl States. Missouri 
has been carved ft·orn tl.Ie solltheastern part of tlle oltl lVIissouri territory, and admitted as a state. Othenvise tlw 
states and territories have remainell nearly as before. Settlement during the decade has again spread greatly. · Tho 
westward extension of the frontier does not appear to have been so great as in some former periods, the energies of 
tlie people being mainly given to filling UIJ the inclu~led areas. In otlier >iords, the decade from 1810 to 1820 seems 
to have been one rather of lllocldug out work which the succeeding decade bas been largely occupied in completing. 

During this period the Indians, especially in the south, have still delayed settlement to a great extent. Tho 
Creeks anu the Cherokees in Georgia allll .Alabama, and the Choctaws and the Chickasaws in Mississippi, occupy large 
areas of the best i1ortions of those states, and successfully resist encroachment upon their territory. Georgia, 
however, lms witnessed a large increase in settlement during tl.te decade. The settlements which have heretofore been 
staid on the line of the Altamaha spread westward across the central portion of the state to its western boumlary, 
where they luwe struck against the barrier of the Creek tercitory. Stopped at this point, they have moved son th ward 
down into the soutbwest corner, and over into Florida, extending· even to the Gulf coast. Westward they havo 
stretehed across the southern pa.rt of Alabama, and join eel that body of settlement which was previously formed in 
the drainage-basin of the Mobile river. The Louisiana settlements have but slightly increased, and no great cllanp;e 
appears to have taken place in Mississippi, owing la.rgely to the cause above noted, viz, the occupancy of the soil 
by Indians. In Arkan"=las tlle spread of settlement bas been in a stl'ange and fragmentary way. A line rnaches 
from Louisiana up tbe Arkansas river to the state line, where it is stopped abruptly by the bounclar:y of the ItH.lian 
territory. It extenus up the Mississippi, and joins the great bolly of population in Tennessee. A branch extends 
northeastward from near Little Rock to the northern portion of the state. AH these settlements within·ArJrnnsas 
territory are as ~·et very sparse. In Missouri the princi])al extension of settlement has been in a broad belt up the 
Missouri river, rmtching to the present site of Kansas City, at t11e month of the Kansas river, where quite a dense 
body of popnl11tiou appears. Settlemm1t has J)rogressed in Illinois, from the l\'1ississip1}i river eastward nml 
nortllwar<l, coyering more than half the state. In Imliana it has followed up the Wabash river, and thence has 
s111·ea<l until it reaches nearly to the north line of the 1-:lbte. But little of Ohio remains unsettled. The sparse 
settlements about Detroit, iu l\Iichigau territory, hiwe broadened out, extending into the interior of tb.e state, wlli/e 
'isolate(l pa.tches have appmll'e(l in various other localities. 

Turning to the more densely settle(l 11Urti:i of tlrn country, we find that settlement is ~lowly making its wn.y 
northwarcl in Maine, although discouraged by the povert,y of the soil arnl the severity of the climate. The unsettled. 
tract in northeru New York is decreasing-, bnt very slowly, as is also the case with the unscttlecl area in northern 
Pennsylvania. In western Virginia the unsettled tracts ttre rednced to almost nothing, while the va,cant region in 
eastern Tennessee, on the Cmnberlaud platl3an, is rnpidly diminishing. . 

At this date, 1830, tlle frontier line has a length of' 51300 miles, and the aggregate area now embraced between 
the ocean, the Gulf, aml the frontier line is 725,406 square miles. Of this, however, not less than 97,38!) square 
miles are comprised within the included vacant tracts, leaving only 628,017 square miles as the settled area. within 
the frontier line, all of which lies lletweeu hititude 290 151 and 450 151 north, and between longitncle 670 an<.1 9r,o 
west. 

Outside the body of continuous settlement are no longer found large grou1)s, but several small J)atches of 
population appear in Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin, aggregating 4,700 square miles, making' n. 
total settled area, in 1830_, of 632,717 square miles. As the aggregate population is 121866,030, the averago 
density of settlement is 20.3 to the square mile. 

1840. 

Dnriug the decade ending in 1840 tlle state of lVIichigan has been created with its present limits, the remainder 
of the old territory l)eing known as Wisconsin territory. Iowa territory has been created from a· l)Ortion of 
:Missouri territory, embracing tile present state of Iowa aml the western part of l\Iinnesota, and Arkansas has been 
admitted to the Union. 
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ITS DISTRIBUTION IN 1840 AND 1850. XVII 

In 1840 we find, by examining the m.ap of population, tllat the process of :filling up and completing the work 
~~<~~~~l. out ~etwecn 1810 ancl 1820. h~s been c~rried ,:;;till further: From Georgi.a, Alalmma, and ~1ississippi the 
, ee, Or eek, Ohoct[Lw, ancl Olnck,1saw Indians, ''ho, at the tnne of the prenous census, oceup1c<l large areas 
lll these states, aucl formed a very serious obstacle to settlement Lave been remm·ccl to the Indian territorr 
and their conntry has been opened Ul) to settlement. Within the t\\~O or three years wbiclt barn elapsed since th~ 
removal o~ these Indians. the lands relinquished lly them have been entirely taken np, and the country has been 
covered with a comparatffely <lense settlement. In northern Illinois, the Sac and Fox and Pottawatomie tribes 
lH1,yi.ng been removed to the Indian territory, tileir country bas been promptly takeu up, and we fiud now settlemeuts 
carried over the whole extent of Indiana, Illinois, and across l\Iiehigan mid \Viscousiu as· far north as tlie 43d 
pnru.llel. Population has crossed the :Mississippi river into Iowa territory, and occnpies n broad lJelt up antl down 
th.at stream. In Missouri the settlements have spread northwarcl from the l\lissonri rirnr nearly to the houndar,v 
of the sta.te, and southward till tbey cover most of the soutlleru portio11, and make connection in two places with 
the settlements of Arkansas. Tlie nnsettletl area found iu soutlwrn l\lissouri, togetller with that in northwestern 
Arkansas, is due to thB hilly and .ruggecl nature of the countQ', and to the pO\'erty of the soil, a:,; compared with 
the ricb. prairie fands all around. Iu: Arkansas the settlements remain sparHe, aml have spread wirlelr away from 
the streams, covering much of the prairie parts of the state. There is, beside foe area in northwestern Arkumms just 
mentioned, a large- [Lrea in the nortileastern part of the state, comprised almost entirely witliiu the allm'ial regions 
of the St. Francis river, .ancl also one in the southern portion, extending oyer into northern Louisiana, wliich is 
entirel,y iu tile fertile prairie section. The fourth unsettled region lies in the soutlnYest part of the state. 

In the older states we note a gradual decrease in the unsettled areas, as iu l\Iaine and in New York. In 
northern Penusyh·ania the nnsettlecl section has entirely disappeared. .A small portion of ihe unsettled 11attlt 
011 the Onmberlaml plateau stm remains. In sontllern Georgia the Okeefonokce swamp awl the piue !Jarreus 
a<ljacent have thus far repelle11 settlement, altilough population has increased in J<'lorida, passing entirely around 
this area to tlrn south. The greater part of Florilla, llowever, including nearly all the peninsul!t and sen~ml large 
ureas along the Gulf coast, still remains withont settlement. This is doubtless due, in part to tlle nature of tbc 
country, !Jeing alternately swamp and hummock, aml in part to tbe hostility of the Seminole Indians, who still 
occupy nearly all of t11e peninsula. 

'l'lie frontier line in 1840 lias a fength of 3,:mn miles. This shrinking in it::; length is llue to its recti1icatiou on 
the north west and southwest, owing to the filling out of the entire interior. It in closes au area of 000,GiJS Hquarc 
miles, all lying uetween littitncle 2uo and MP 30' north, and Iongitmle G7o and 9,:;o BO' west. The vacant tracts 
lHwe, ns notml above, clecreasrd, altilough they are still quite considerable in Missouri and .Arkansas. The total 
nrea of the Yncant tracts is fl5,51G square miles. The settled area outside the frontier line i::; notably small, and 
amounts, in the aggregate, to ouly 2,150 miles, making the entire settled area 807,2fJ2 square miles in 1840. The 
aggrt•gate population being 17,0GfJ,453, tlie aver~ge density is 21.1 to the square mile. 

I 

Between 18±0 ancl 1850 the limits of our country lrnve been fnrther extended by the amrnxation of the state of 
TexaR and of territory acquired from Mexico by the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. The states of Iowa, Wisconsin, 
and Florilln, luwe lleen admitted to the Union, and the territories of l\Iinnesob, Ore6on, and Xcw l\Iexico ha,·e lJeen 
createtl. .An examination of tlie mn11s show-s tbat the frontier line haH cbange(l n:ry little llnring thh; 1lecad1•. At 
the western border of Arkansas the extension of settlement is peremptorily limited by the boun1lary of the Indian 
territory; lmt~, enrionsly euong·h also, the western boundary of l\lissouri imts almcmt a complete stop to all settlement, 
i1otwitlistmirling that some of the most; densely populated imrtions of the state lie directly on that lionwhry. 

In Iowa Hettlements bave matle some adYance, mo>ing up the l\Iissouri, t11e Des :Moines, arnl other riYerR. 
'The settlements in Minnesota at and about St. Panl, which appeared in 18±0, are greatly extende11 up aml down the 
Mi:,sissippi river, while other scattering bodies of population ap1war in norther11 \Yisrnnsin. In Urn southern part 
of' tho MrLte settlement hns made considerable ad nH1ce, especially in a uortlwaHteru direetiuu, toward Green llay. 
In Michigan tlie cllange has been very slight. 

'l'nrning to the southwest w;~ find Texas, for the first time 011 the map of the Uuitecl States, with a considerab1e 
exteut of settiement; in genern.J, however, it i8 very sparse, most of' it l,ying in the Pastern part of th~ state, and 
being largely dependent upon the grazing incln::itry. 

The included unsettlecl areas now arc vc•ry small and few in Jmmber. There still remains one iu southern 
Missouri, in the billy country; a small one in northeastern Arkansas, in the Hwarnpy and alluvial region; au~l one in 
the-similar conntry in the Yazoo bottom-lands. Along the coast of Florida are found two patches of consulerahle 
size, which are confined to tile swampy coast regions. Tho same i:> the case along t1ie coast of Louh;iana. The 
qial'se settlements of Texas are also intersper8ed with several imtclws devoitl of settlement. It~ southern Georgia 
tho lal''"e Yacant, ripaee heretofore noted, exton<liug al:so into northern Flm·i<la, has entirely disappearut ancl the 
Flori<la

0
sottlements have already reached southward to a eonsi<lerab1e dh;tanee in the penirnmla, being now free to 

exteml without fear of hostile Seminoles, tlle greater part of whom 1mrn l.Jeen remo.-erl to the Indian territory. 

II P 
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Tlte frontier line which now extends around a considerable part of Texas and issues on the: Gulf coast at. the 
moutlt of the Nueced river is 4 500 miles in length. The aggregate area included by it is 1,005,213 square 1m~es, 
from wltich deduction is t~ be ~acle for vacant spaces~ in all, 0-!,339 square miles. The isolatetl. settlements lymg 
outside this body in the western part of the country amount to 4,775 square miles. 

But it is no longer by a line drawn around from the St. Oroix river to the Gulf of J'lfexico that we embrace all 
the po1rnlation of the United States, excepting only a few outlying posts and small settlements. We may n~w, fl'om 
the Pacific run a line aroum1 80 000 miners and adventurers, the pioneers of more than one state of the Umon soon 
to arise on' that coast. ·Tliis bocly of settlement has been formed, in the main, since the acquisition of th('. territory 
by the United States, and, it migllt even be said, witllin the last year (1849-'50), elating from the t1is9overy of gold 
]n California. Tllese settlements maybe computed rudely at 33,600 sqnare miles, making a totttl area of settl?ment. 
a~ tliat date of OW,240 square miles, the aggregate iiopnlation being 23, 191,870, and the average density o1" 
settlement 23.7 to the square mile. 

1860. 

Between 1850 and 1860 the territorial cha.ng·es' noted are as follows: The strip of Arizona and New J\foxico · 
south of the Gila river has been acquired from Mexico by the Gadsden purchase (1853); Minnesota territory lutH 
been admittet1 as a state; Kansas and Nebraska territories have been formed from parts of Missouri territory; 
California and Oregon have been admitted as states, while, in the unsettled parts of the Oordillemn region, two 
new territories (Utall and ·wasbington) have been formed out of parts of that tel'ra incognita which we l>ought 
from France as a part of Louisiana., and of that which we acquirecl by conquest from .Mexico. At this date we note 
the first extension of settlements beyond the line of the Missouri rive1;, The march of settlement np the slope of 
the great plains has begun. In Kansas aml Nebraska population is now found beyond the 97th meridian. Texas 
has filled up even more rapidly, its extreme settlements reaching to the 100th meridian, while the gaps noted at tho 
date of the last census have all been :filled b;)r population. The incipient settlements about St. Po,nl, in Minnesota, 
have grown like Jonah's gourd, spreading in all directions, aml forming a broatl band of union with the nu.1.in body 
of settlement clown foe line of the JY1ississi1)pi river. In Iowa settlements have crept steadily northwestward along 
the course of the drainage, until the state is nearly covered. :Following up the l\Ii.ssouri, population has reaehetl 
out into the southeastern corner of the present area of Dakota. In "'Visconsin the settlements ha,ve move(l n1; 
least one degree farther north, wllile in the lower peninsufa of Michigan they have spread up the lake shoros~ 
1iearly encircling it on the side next lake Michigan. On the UPJler peninsula the little settlements which appea,rml 
iu 1850 in the copper region on l\:eeweenaw point have extended an(l increased greatly in density as tlrnt; mining 
interest has cleYeloped in value. In northern New York there is, aPlmrently, no change in the unsettled al.'en. In 
northern l\Iaine we note, for the :first time, a decided movement towartl the settlement of its unoccupied territory, 
in the e.xtcnsion of the settlements on it8 eastern and northern boi·der up tlle St. John river. The unsettled regions 
jn southern Missouri, northeastern Arkansas, and northwestern JHississippi have become sparsely covered hy 
llOpulation. Along the Gulf coast there is little or no change. Tb ere is to be noted a slight extension of settlement 
south ward in tllc iicninsula of Florida. 

The frontier line now measures 5,300 miles, and embraces 1,126,518· square miles, lying between latitude 2so :10' 
ancl 47° 30' north, am1 between longitude G7° ancl 99° 30' west. From this dec1nction should be mat1e on n.ceonnt 
of vacant spaces, amourting to 39,139 squa1•e miles, found mainly in New York anc1 along the Gulf eoast. Tho 
outl,ring settlements beyond the lOOth meridian are now numerous. They inclmle, among others, a strip externling 
far up the Rio Grande in Texas, embracing 7,475 square miles (lt region given over to tlle raising of shcov), wl!ilo 
tlie Pacific settlements, now comprising one sovereign state, are nearly three times as extensive as at 18130, 
embracing D0,900 square miles. The total area of settlement in 1860 is thus 1,194,754 square miles; the aggregate 
population is now 31,443,3'.H, and the average density of settlement 26.3 to the square mile. 

1870. 

During the decade from 1800 to 1870 a number of terrHorial changes have been effected in foe ex(;re.mo w·cst. 
Arizona, Colorado, Dakota, Idaho, :Montana, Nevaua, all(} Wyoming have been organized as territories. lCansns, 
Nebraska, aml Nevada ha-ve been admitted as states. West Virginia has been cut off from the mother commonwealth 
and made it separate state. 

In 1870 we note a. gradual and steady extension of the frontier line westwartl over the groat vln.ins. Tllo 
unsettled areas in Ma.ine, New York, aud Floricla lla\'B uot greatly diminished, bnt in lVIichigan tho extension of 
the lnmber int~rests northward and inward ~rom the fake shol'e has mcluced considerably the unsettled portion. On 
the ~pper penmsul~ the settlements ~aye mcreasecl somewhat, owing to the cliscovery of the rieJ.1 frou depo8 its 
destmed to play so important a part in the manufacturing industry of the country. 
. s.ettlement has ~pread westward to. the boundary of the state in southern Minnesota, and up the Dig Sioux 

nv-er m southeastern Dakota. Iowa is entirely i·eclaimed, excepting a small area of perhaps a thousand S(}UUro 
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ITS DISTRIBUTION IN 1880. XIX 

miles in its northwestern corner. Through Knnsas anc1 Nebraska the frontier line has moved steadily westward . ' following in general the courses of the larger streams and of tlle newly-constructed railroads. The frontier in Texas 
has changecl bnt little, that little consisting of a general westward movement. In the Oordilleran l'egion settlements 
have extended but slowly. Those upon the Ptteifl.c coast show little change, either in extent or in density. In 
short, we see everywhere the effects of the war in the partial stoppage of the progress of development. 

The settlements in the west, beyoncl the frontier line, have arranged themselves mainly in t4ree belts. The 
most eastern of these is located in central Colorado, New Mexico, aml Wyoming, along the eastern base of and 
among the Rocky mountains. To this region settlement was first attracted in 1859 and 1860 by the discovery of 
mineral deposits, and has been retained by the l'ichness of the soil and by the abundance of water for irrigation, 
which have iwomoted tile agricultnral industry. 

The second belt of settlement is that of Utah, settlell in 18'17 by the Mormons fl.eeing from Illinois. This 
community then differed, and still differs, radically from that of the Rocky mountains, being essentially agricultural, 
mining having beendiscountenancecl from the first by the church authorities, as tending to fill the'' Promised Laud" 
with Gentile adventurers, and thereb~r imperil Mormon institutions. The settlements of this group, as seen on the 
map for1870, extemlfrom southern Idaho southward through central Utah, and along the eastern base of the Wahsatch 
range into northern Arizona. They consist mainly of scattered hamlets and small towns, about w1!ich are grouped 
the farms of the communities. 

The third strip is that in tl.te Pacific states and territories, extenlling from Washington tefritory southward t(l 
sonthern California and eastward to the system of "sinks'', in western Nevada. This group of i1opulation owes its 
existence to the mining industry, the moving cause in nearly all westward migrations. Origimited in 1840 lly a 
"stampede" the like of which the world bacl never before seen, it has growu by successi n~ impulses as new fields 
for rapid money-getting have been developed. Latterly, however, the value of this region to the agriculturist has 
been recognized, and the character of the occnpations of the peo11le is um1erg·oi.ng a marked change. 

Tllese three great western groups comprise uine-tenths of the po1mhttion west of the frontier line. The remainder 
is scattered about in the valleys and the mountains of Montana, Idaho, and .A1·izona, at military riosts, isolatecl 
mining camps, and on cattle ranches. 

The frontier line in 1870 embraces 1,178,068 square miles, all between 27° 15' and 470 30' north latitude, aml 
between G7o and 09° 45' west longitmle. From this, however, deduction is to be made of 37, 730 sqmtre miles, on 
account of interior spaces containing no population. To what remains we must adcl 11,810 square miles on account 
of settlecl tracts east of the lOOth meridian, lying outside of the frontier line, ancl 120,100 sqnare miles on accol10t of 
settlements in the Cordilleran region ancl on the Pacific coast, making the total area of settlement for 1870 not less 
than 1,272,230 square miles, the aggregate population being 381558,371, and the average densit.y of settlement 
30.3 to the square mile. 

18SO. 

In tracing tlrn history of the settlement of onr COllntry we are now brong·ht down to the latest census, that of 
1880. Dming the decacle just past Colomc1o has been ac1decl to tlle sisterhood of states. The :first point that 
strikes us in examining the map showing the areas of settlement at this elate, as comparecl with lJrevions ones, is 
the great extent of territory which has been brought uncler occnpation during the past ten years. .Not only has 
settlement spreacl we8t\\ard over large areas in Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas, and Texas, thus moving the frontier 
line of the main body of settlement westward many scores of miles, but the isolated settlements of the Oordilleran 
region and of the Pacific coast show enormous accessions of occupied territory. 

The migration of farming population to the northeastern part of lVIaine has widened the settled area to a marked 
extent, probably more than has been done during. any previous decade. The vacn.nt spttce in the Adirondack region 
of northern New York has been lessened in size, anc1 its limits reduced practically to the actual mountain tract. 
The most notable change, however, in New England and the middle states, including Ohio and Indiana, has been 
the increase in tlensity of 1iopufation ancl the migration to cities, with the consequent increase of the m:ban 
population, as inclicated by the number and the size of the spots representing these cities upon the map. Throughout 
the sonthern states there is to be noted, not only a general increase iu the tlensity of population ancl a decrease of 
unsettled areas, but a greater approach to uniformity of settlemei1t throughout the whole region. The unsettled 
a£ea of the peninsula of Flo1-icla has decreasecl decidedly, while the vacant spaces heretofore seen aloug the upper 
co~st of Florida and Louisiana have entirely disappeared. Although the Appalachii:m mountain system is still 
distinctly outlined by ib; general ligllter color on the map, its density of popnlatiou more nearly approaches that 
of the country on the east ancl on the west. In Michigan there is seen a very decided increase of the settlecl region. 
Settlements have not only snrroumled the head of the lower pcninsnla, but they len,ye only a very small body of 
unsettled conutry in ti.le interior. In the upper peninsula the co1)per and tllc iron interests, and the rai!toads 
which subserve them, have people.LI quite a large extent of territory. In Wisconsin the unsettled area is mpidly 
decreasing as railroads stretch their arms ont over tile vacant tracts. In Minnesota and in eastern Dakota the 
building of railroads, and the clevelopment of the latent capabilities of this region in the cultivation of wheat, 
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hiwe caused a rapid flow of setijilement, anc1 now the frontier line· of i1opnlation, instead of returning to lake 
Michigu,n, as i.t <li<l ten yenirs ago, meets tbe boundary line of the British possessions west of the 07th mel'illian. 
The settlements in Kansas t1i1Hl Nebrnska lHtve made great stl'icles ornr tlle plains, reaching at several i1oiuts tltc 
bonntlary of the lrnmiLl region, so that their westwanl extension beyond this point is to be governed hereafter IJy 
the supply of water in ti.le streams, .As a iwtlU'nl resnH, we see settlements following these streams in loug ribbons 
of population. In Nebraskf1i these narrow l>e1ts 1111ve rnached tlrn western boundary of the state at two points: 
oue upon tile South Platte, ani.l the other npon the Eepublici:u river.. Iu Kansas, too, the settlements ilave followml 
tbe Kansas riwl' aml its branches and the .Arkansas uearl.r to the western boundary of the state. Texas also llas 
maue great sti·ideK, lrnth in the extension of the frontier line of settlement and in the increase in the density of 
pop11Ia.tion, drrn both to t!Je building of railroads and to the development of the cattle, sheep, an<l agricnltmal 
interests. ']'ho 1JC:W,Y popnfation in the prairie i10rtions of the .sta.te is explained b,y the railroads which now traverse 
them. Iu Dakota, besil1e the tigricu1turn1 regio11, in the ea.stem part of the territory, we note tlle formation of a botly 
of settlement in the Black Hills, iu the southwest corner, which, iu 1870, was a part of the reservation of the Sioux 
Indians. 'fhh; settlement is tile result of the discovery of valuable gold deposits. In l\ilontaua there UJ11lenrs a 
great extension of the settletl armi, whicll, as ibis IDftin1y dn(} to agricultural interests, is found chiefly along the 
courses of tllc stremns. Mining has, however, pfayed not a small part in this increase in settlement. ldnho, too, 
shows a decicle<l growth from the same cnusea. 'l'he small settlements wllich, in 1870, were locate<l about Bois6 
City, aud near the 1ho11th of the Clearwater, !Jrwe now extended tlleir areas to many hundreds of square miles. 
The settlement in the southcastem coruer of the t:~rritory is almost purely of Mormons, and has not malle a marked 
increase. 

Of all the states antl tewitorics of the Cordi lleran region Colorado has made the greatest stride during the 
dccacle. From a narrow strip of settlement, cxtemling along the immetliate base of the Rocky mountains, the belt 
has increasell so that it comprises the whole mountain region, beside a great extension outward upon the plains. 
'rhis increase is the restilt of the discovery of very extensive mul very rich miueral deposits about· I1endyille, 
producing a "st~unpe<le" sec1mcl only to that of '·.l:O aml 'i30 to Oalifomia. Miners lrnYe spreacl over the whole 
rnonntrtiu region, till e.very range aml ridge swarms with them. New Mexico shows but little cilange, although the 
recent extension of rnilroacls in the territory autl th.c opening up of mfoeral resources will, no clonbt, in the near 
fotnre, adcl farge1y to its vopnll"lition. Arizona, too, although its extellt of settlement has increased somewlrnt, is but 
just commencing to enjoy a veriocl of rar>id development,. owing to the extension of railroads and to the suppression 
of llostilc Imlia,ns. Utah presents us with a case clissimilar to any other of the territories-a case of stea<ly, 
regnLn growth, tlne almost entirely to its rLgricnltnral capal)ilities, as was notecl above.· This is due to the policy 

·of the l\Ior111011 church, which lms steauily C.1iscouuteuaucell mining autl s1)eculation in all forms, ancl has encomage(l 
jn eycry way agricnltnrnl pursuits. Nevacla shows a slight extension of settlement, dnc mainly to the gradual 
increase in the agricnltmal interest. Tlle mining industry is probably not moTe fl.onrishing at present in this state 
than it was ten ye'1rs ago, a.ml the i)o11nlation dependent upon it is, if anything, less in number. In Oalifornia, as 
the attention of the peopfo llas llecome devoted mon\ arnl more to a.gricultnral pursuits, at the expense of' the mining 
ancl cattle im1ustries, we note a tt>ndeucy to a more even llistl'ibntion of the inhabitants. The population in some 
of tile mining regions has tleerease1l, while over the area of the great valley, and in the fertile valleys of the Coast 
ranges, it has increaserl. In OrGgon tlle increase lias been mainly in the section east of the Cascalle range, a region 
drniined by tile Des Chutes and the John Day rivers, and by the smaller tributaries oftlle Snake, a region which, with 
the c01·res1)ornling section ir1 \l\T asbington tol'ritory, is now corning to the front ns a wheat-producing district. In 
most of the settled portions here s11oke11 of irrigation is not ·necessary for the cultivation of' crops, and conseqnent,ly 
the possibilities of the region iu the direction of agricultural de>elopmeut arc very great. In vVnshington territory, 
wb.ich in 1870 had been scarcely touchell by immigration, we fi.ml the valley west of the Cascade monnta,ins' 
tolerably we11 settlecl throughout, wl1ifo tile stream of settlement hiis pourecl up the Columbia into the valleys of 
the Walla vYalln. and the Snake rivers and the great plain of the Columbia, induced thither by the facilities for 
raising cattle and by the great proflts or wheat cultivation. 

'The length of the frontier 1ine in 1880 is 3,337 miles. The area inclucle<l between the frontier line, the Atlantic 
and the Gulf coast, and the northern bounclm·y is 1,308,045 square miles, Ising betwMn 26° and 40° north latitude 
and 07° all(l 102° west longitude. From this mtISt be deducted, for unsettled areas, as follows: 

Square miles. 
Jl,foine ..•..••• ' • • • . • • • • • . . . • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . • • . . • . • • . • . • • • • • • • • • • . • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • . • • . .. 12, 000 
New York ................................................................................................ 2,200 
Jl,Iicltig(ln .•••••••..••..••••• ~ ............................................................................. 10, 200 
\Yisconsin .................................. ···'·· ........................................................ 10,200 
11Iinncsottt ................................................................................................ 34, 000 
Ji'loricllh ................................................................................................... 20,800 

makiug a total of 80,400 square miles, leaving 1,309,545 square miles. 
To this must be added the isolated areas of settlement in the Oordilleran region and the extent of settlement 

on the Pacific coast, which amount, in tbe aggregate, to 260,025 square miles, making a total settled area of 1,560,570 
square miles. The population is 50,155,783, and the average <lensity of settlement 32 to the square mile. 
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CHARACTER OF THE UNSETTLED REGIONS. XXI 

V .A.CANT SP ACES ON TUE l\'.LAP OF POPULATION. 

"Within the settled portions of the United States are several areas wllich, for various reasons, have thus far 
remained unsettled. There are also areas which, though long ago, perhaps early in our liistory, were occupied by 
inhabitants, remain sparsely settled, notwithstaucling the vast increase of population in the general regions in whicli 
tlloy are situated. Tile form.er have been enumerated above. It may be instructive to gfance at tllem in lletail, in 
order to discover tile reasons why settlement has passell them by. 

The northern portion of Maine, comprising 12,000 t>qnare miles, or about two-fiftlls of the area of the state, is 
practically without settlement. The only inhabitants of tllis region are the occupants of logging.camps, 'Yho remain 
there oul,y in the winter, and a handful of enterprising summer tourists. The country is a dense forest, mainly leYel, 
but diversified here and there by hills, which in a few instances rise to the dignity of mountains. It is traYersetl 
by munerous small streams, strung upon wliich are many lakes and lakclets, the whole formiug a most complimLtctl 
system of water commtmication,. navigable, however, only by canoes, owing to numerous falls arnl rapids. · 

The climate is severe, aud this, addeu to the poverty of the soil and the labor involved in clearing it for 
agriculture, has prevented its occupation while rich farming lanlls can be olJtu,ined for the n.sking in the west. 
Another, and slightly more remote, cause has operated, to a considerable extent, in preventing the spread of 
settlement in this state. This "is the decline in sllip-buillliug, especially of wootlcn vei,;sels-bnsiuess in which t11is 
state was largely interested. This has not only checked t.110 general prosperity of the state, but has injured the lumber 
business greatly. During recent years there has been a slight movement into this region. A line of settlemeut has 
extended up the eastern bonler of the state, and this is now spreatling very gradually westward. It is safe to predict, 
however, that not until all that part of the prail'ie country which lies east of the limit of the a,ritl region shall Irnxe 
been settled will 1)opnlation move decillodly toward this section. · 

A second section which ltas thus far defied settlement is the Auiront1ack i·egion. This presents very serion~ 
obstacles to settlement-so serious that the central portion of it remains to-day without inhabitants. It consists of 
a group of mountains, starnling in short, parallel ranges or ridges, trending, iu general, northeast arnl sontllwest. 
These mountains rise to heights of 4,000 to 5,000 feet, a few peaks exceeLling the latter figures. The valleys are 
all at a considerable elevation. On the east the mountains descend alJruptly to lakes George and Champlain; 

• on tile west, they fall off into a sort of plateau, externling towarll the St. Lawrence and lake Ontario. On the 
uorth and south the ridges fall off gradually to the lower country. 'l'he whole region is densely covcrectwith 
forests. It is waterell by numerous mountain torrents, wlJile the ynlleys and the pfatean on the west are dotted 
with rnunberless lakes ancl pomls. The elevt1tion and tho consequently soYere climate of the Yalleys, nml the 
country immediately adjacent, arc such as to discourage, if not to preclude, n,gl'icnlture. 

Elsewhere in the Ap1mlachian region there are no unsettled areas of sufficient magnitude to be represented on 
onr map, although in many localities the })Opulation is very sparse. In Pennsylvania the nanow ridges of this 
s.rstem are covered with coal and iron miners; in Virginia the gm.in-fields extend to antl over their summits; in 
North Oar6lina and Tennessee the high mountains arc without settlements, owing to tlleir rugged character and 
their grmtt elevation. But these areas, although large in the aggregate, are severally very small. 

In nortllern Michigan and Wisconsin the case is not dissimilar to that of northern l\faine. These are regions 
of hMvy forest, lying far to the north, under a severe climate. Settlement has, to a certain extent, passed them b~·, 
following westward the belt of 01)e11, fertile prn,irie. But, 011 tlw otlwr harnl, irnmigrntion to these states is still 
going on; the lumber business, which is here the })ioneet• of settlement, is being actively prosecuted, and every 
ycm settlemeut is closing in upon the:;e vamwt spaces, anll their are:.t is corn;tantly n,m1 rapidly lliminishiug-. 

Tile unsettled portion of l\Iinuesota is urnler conditions somewhat similar. With the exception of the western 
part of the Heel H,iYer valley, the prairie portion of the state is now occupied, nnd settlements ha,Te encroached to a 
considemble extent upon t.he region of forests. The Do1·thern pnrt of this unsettled regio11, unlike Wisconsin aml 
J\Tichigan, is not occupied by forests, but is covmed with a, scrubby growth of l.Jaclunatack and other brush. A large 
proportion of the surface is occupied by lakes arnl swamps. 

Another region of sparse settlement is fouml in southern Georgia, including the Okeefenokee swn,mp, and 
extending thence northward. With the exception of the swamp, this section is covered with dense forests of 
sontheru pine,.growing on n. ligbt, sanely soil, forllling the well-known pine barrens. Of this swamp Professor It. H. 
Loughridge, formerly of Georgia, gives Hrn following descrivtion: 

The swamp lies almost wholly in Georgia, nD<l is ahout 40 miles nOl'th ancl sontll l.Jy 30 east ancl west. Its area has been roughly 
cstimatccl at 500,000 acres. ltR deYation is 115 foe.t al.Jove tide, a low region bonlering it on tllc cast, from which there iH a rnpicl clcscenh 
castwartl to the heacl of tide-water ou St. l\fary':i river. Tho eastiwn p:trt oft.his al'lla is mo.;tly nn open 1itkt', clottecl with small floath1g 
islands, and !he surfaeo of the water is nmlcrlaid liy a <lcusn i1wBs-m1wk, so tleusc ns to hl'ar up a m:m's weight.. 'J'lw 1alte 11ortion is 12 
nulcs in width; the wcsteru part is marshy and mo~tly coverecl with a <1c1rne nutlcrgrowfo, matted togothl·r with liriern, irniking an 
impenetmble t.hiclrnt. There are several large it:ilanrls herll, t.hreo or four miles in length by one or two in hrnnclth, covcrecl with ttLU long
leaf pine anil small palmetto. On the west tllcrc is a long strip of muiul11ncl, extending northward 'iut,o the swamp, known as "The 
Pocket". On the north and nortllenst sides of the swi~mp several streams enter it, while tl.rn outlet. is on the west by the Suwnuneo river. 
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A large proportion of the area of the penirlSltla of Florida is practically without settlement. This appears to 
be due in part to the direction of the general movement of popufation, which has been westward from Georgia and 
the Carolinas; in part to the want of good harbors, and other inducements to settle upon the coast, and thus to 
create starting points for the settlement of the interior; but also, and very largely, to the fact that a considerable 
portion of the area is swamjJy and difficult of access, ancl, consequently, remote from markets. 

The peninsula is underlaid mainly by a limestone formation, geologically very recent. Its surface consists 
fargely oflmmrnocks ancl ridges, alternating with belts and patches of swam1J and myriads of swampy lakes. The 
Everglades, which occupy au immense area in the southern IJOrtion of the peninsula,, seem. to be a culmination of 
the general characteristics of the peninsula, and the following description of them, from the pen of Professor E. A. 
Smith, illustrates the extreme of these characteristics : 

The Everglades, which form so singular aml unique a feature of Florida, may be described, in general terms, as consisting of a shallow 
lake of vast extent, occupying a basin or depression in the limestone of the country. From surveys recently made, it is known thu,t the 
whole bed of the Everglades has consider:able elevation above tbo sea, so that tho draining of this area is merely a question of time and 
expense. All the streams which flow from the Everglades are interrt111ted by falls or rapids. The Caloo&ahatchee is navigable by 
steamers to within ten miles of Lake Okeechobee, where tho rapids begin. 

The water over the Everglatlcs varies in depth from six inehes to as ma11y feet, and teoms with aquatic and semi-aquatic grasses and 
other plants. From this maze of water and vegetation rise innumerable islands, containing from one acre to one hnndretl acres of lanc1. 
These islancls are coverecl with a growth of cypress, sweet ba~·, crab wood, mastic, cocoa palms, cithbage palmetto, and live aucl water 
oaks, beneath which bloom flowers in almost endlesR variety. Notwithstanding the shallowness of the water in the Everglades, and the 
profuseness of the vegefotion growing in it, it is comparatively pure and clear; and abounds in fish, turtles, and alligators. Boars, 
panthers, wild-cats, ancl deer inlrnbit the islands. 

Lake Okeechobee is about 50 miles long from northwest to southeast, and apout 20 miles broad, aud from 8 to 20 feet deep.. Its 
northeastern and eastern shores are skirted with a low hummock of red-bn-y, live oak, water oak, and other timber; its western and 
southwestern shore with a clense growth of saw-grass. 

'l'he lake has no visible outlet, except as its wate1'S soak through the Everglacles, and the lands around the lake can never be made 
available till the waters al'e lo'Yered by artificial canals, 

The following tables summarize the above facts regarding the frontier line and the extent of the settled areas: 

Dato. 

1790 ....... 
1800 .•••••• 
1810 .•••••• 
1820 ..••••• 
1830 ••••••• 
1840 ....... 
1850 ....... 
1860 ••••••. 
1870 ••••••• 
1880 ••••••• 

TABLE I. 

Extent of frontier. Extent of continuous settlement. 

Date. .Returning Resting on 
to the the Gulf North latitude. West longitude. 

Atlantic. of lliexlco. 

Lin. ?1tilcs. Lin. miles. 
1700. •••••• 3, 200 .............. 
1800. ..•••. 2, BOO .................. 
1810. •••• •• 2, 900 ------------
1820. •••·•• ··'··· ••••·· 4, 100 
1830. •••••• .......... .. 5, 300 

1840 ••••••• •••••••••••• 3, 300 
1850 .................. . 4, 500 
1800 •••••••...••••••••. 5, 300 

1870 ....... ···••••••••· 5, 700 
1880 ................. .. a, 337 

310 _450 

300 45' - 45° 15' 
200 30' _450 15' 
290 301 -4 50 301 

29° 15' - 40° 15' 
200 -46" 30' 
2.go 30' -400 30' 
28° 30' -47" 30' 
270 15'-47° 30' 
26° -40" 

070 -830 
67° -88° 
070 -880 30' 
070 _930 45' 
QjO -950 
070 _950 30' 
07° -99" 
Oi" -99" 30' 
070 _990 45' 
070 -1020 

TABLE II. 

Arei1 in square miles. 

Arcnembrnce<l Vacant tracts Settled tracts l'opulntion. 
within tho within the withoutfrun- Total nre11 of 
frontier. frontier. tier. settlemen~. 

220, 085 .................... 13, 850 239, 935 3, 929, 214 
282, 208 10, 300 33, 800 S05, 708 5, 308, 483 

. 408, 895 26, 050' 25, 100 407, 9'15 7, 239, 881 
502, 501 58, 074 4, 200 508, 717 o, 633, 822 
723, 400 97, 389 4, 700 632, ni 12, 806, 020 
900, 658 95, 516 2, 150 807, 292 17, 069, 453 

1, 005, 213 64, 339 38, 375 979, 249 2J, 191, 876 
1, 126, 518 39, 139 107, 375 1, 194, 754 31, 443, 321 
1, 178, 008 37, 739 131, 910 1, 272, 239 38, 558, 371 
1, 308, 045 89, 400 260, 025 1, 509, 570 50, 155, 783 

cg* e 
~c~ 
~ .P rn 
~~: 
§,~:-j 
f'3 o:l:;:1 
~~ga 

-<I 

16.4 
17. 4 
17. 7 
18. 9 
20. 3 
21.1 
23. 7 
20. 3 
80. 3 
32. 0 

Owing to the great extension of the lower grade of settlement during the last decade, the average density of 
the population in the settletl area has increasetl but very little, in spite of the great increase of population. 

.. 
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• THE SETTLED AREA IN 1880. XXIII 

Having thus gone through the suacessive census years, tracing the course of the outside line of l)Opulation and 
estimating the settled area inclosed between this line and the ocea,n, let ns now go back to 1790, and follow out the 
movement of populat.ion along the several degrees of latitude, to note the relative rapidity and steadiness of 
advance within each belt of"l:erritory. Owing to the difficulty of locating with lll'ecision the numerous small 
patches of }lopulation in the Paciilc states and territories, these computations are rcstrictecl to the country east of 
the lOOth meridian. 

Before the results of such computations can be satisfactorily stated, an explanation must be given of the methotl 
followed. 

First. The successive parallels are taken as the central lines of zones half a degree wide; ancl where any 
parallel passes through vacant spaces, any body of population lying within a quarter _degree, upon either side thereof, 
is referrecl thereto, after being reduced to the width of half a degree in latitnde. Where a solitl body of population 
lies close up against a parallel on one side, however, no reduction is made on account of the absence of population 
on the other side. The only important exception to the rule is in the case of the 34th parallel, where, a.fter crossing 
the 94th meridian, it runs through the southern portion of tlle Indian territory, shortly above the northern line of 
Texas. As the absence of population as known to the census (Indians in tribal relations not being recognized by 
the census law) from the line of this parallel in this i)art of its course is the result of express exclusion by treaty 
stipulations the po1mlation just below is not referred to it. 

Second. The starting l)Oint on the coast is taken, not from the extreme end of any cape or promontory upon 
which the lmrallel may chance to emerge from th~ Atlantic, but from the average projection of the coast-line in the 
general ueighborhoocl of the parallel. In the case of Long Island, the eastern half was taken to fill up the western 
end of the sonml, and the 4lst parallel was assumed, for the purposes of these computations, to begin witli 73° west 
longitude. 

Third. The northern lakes and all considerable bays were jumped, as also the British possessions when crossed 
by the parallels under measurement. 

Fourth. All spaces vacant of population were sld11ped, the same rnle being adoptetl for measuring aml referring 
to parallels spaces wllich are not directly upon any parallel, as in the case of the populatell areas 1,ying above or 
below a parallel when passing through vacant spaces. · 

The measurements as to all extensive bodies of continuous settlement have been made with as much exactness 
as the scale of the ma1) would allow. Where, however, only one or two small parcels of population appear upon 
any parallel, as on the 31st for 1790 anll for 1800, the 28th at 1840, the 27th at 18GO and in 1870, and the 2Gth aml 
27th and 48th and 49tll in 1820, t.hese have been taken roundly, as it is not possible to cl~termine with precision 
the periphery of such isolated settlements. The measurements, therefore, have a far lligller relative accuracy for 
tlle more central parallels than for those at the extreme north or south. 

The result of the application of these rules to our measurements is to give the populatecl areas ::tlong each 
parallel either in one continuous body or in several groups, as population is broken by foreign territory, by lakes 
or bays, or by large vacant spaces. C011Solidating all such, however, and reducing all the populated spaces on 
each parallel to a continuous line, we have the following as the m·ea of settlement along tile successive parallels at 
each census from 1790 to lSSO: 

T.ABLE III. 

Degree of I 
1790. 1800. north 1810. 1820. 

latituue. 
1880. 1840. 1850. 1860. 1870. 1880. 

------------ ------------
49 .•••••. ............ .......... ............ .............. . . -.. --..... --······-· ............ . ............... ................. 37 
48 ....... ........... ............. ................. ................. ............. ............... ............... .............. . ............... 56 
47 _______ 

0 0 0 0 0 0 70 131 200 201 
40 ....... 0 0 0 0 15 20 fiO 125 230 385 
4!'.i ••••••• 30 317 392 302 302 4-21 437 521 858 040 
44 .••..•. 220 2;;2 279 270 290 308 404 731 777· 874 
43 ....... 339 355 425 425 485 702 810 1, 001 1,137 11150 
42 ....... 234 375 568 581 6Ul 003 081 1, 1·13 1,248 1, am 
4L ...... 238 306 471 548 003 1, 013 l, 107 1, 277 1, 325 1, 375 
40 ....... 308 371 584 Ola 012 1, 134 1, 140 ·1, 220 l, 252 1, 376 
30 ....... 270 450 505 888 1, 038 1,0J3 1, 043 1, 168 1, 224 1, B97 
38 ....... 425 560 707 831 871 l, 020 1,002 1, 141 1, 103 1, 278 

37 ·--- --- 344 GOG 700 746 707 002 1,018 1, 018, l, 134 1, 200 
36 ....... 462 533 082 761 878 l, 034 1, om 1, OG7 1, 05i 1, 057 
35 ....... 38-1 305 301 671'.i 061 970 1, 030 1,030 l, 030 1, 030 
34 .•••••• 302 327 302 016 707 010 038 D<:1l ons 038 
33 ....... liti 192 230 328 U54. 815 989 1.10~ l, 055 1, lfJG 
32 ••••••. 30 114 227 507 742 763 029 1;023 1, 008 1, 100 
31 ....... 10 25 240 357 634 078 860 083 001 1,053 
30 ..••••. 0 0 150 180 323 373 '725 785 7$6 709 
29 ....... 0 0 0 0 0 30 255 372 8172 414 
23 ....... 0 0 0 n 0 20 80 102 '.!-10 188 
27 ....... 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 25 25 47 
20. --·--- 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 05 05 65 I 



XXIV INrrRODUOTION-DISOUSSION OF THE POPULATION. 

In all this discussion regarding tlie 11opulation and the area of the United' States Alaska is intentionally omittetl. 
The ·white populMion of the territory is very small. It is not, as yet, constituted even ~L territory of the Unitetl 
States, arnl its area remaius a matter of conjecture. The population and the resourc~s of this latest addition to onr 
domain are now the subject of a special inYestigation by the Census Office. 

THE SETTLED AHiEA IN 1880. 

In the followillg tables are presented the results of compnt11tions relating to the densit.y of the rural, as 
clistingnishecl from the_ urban, population at the census of 1880, in compal'ison with tile corresponding results of 
preyious enumerations. Iu tliis diseussion it is to be understood that all cities of' S,000 or more inhabitants are 
taken out of consideratiou, aud, as explained preyiously, in eonnection with the density maps, the deduction of 
the population of cities sometimes brings the county into 11 lower 1>opnlation group than at the preceding census, 
uotwitbstauding the actual increase of population in both rural and urban parts. Thus we ma.y suppose a county, 
with au area of 400 square miles, to have bad in 1870 a population of 20,000, its county towu G,500 inhabitants. The 
county woulcl therefore, if treatccl as a wllole, fall into group 4; that is, the group having a density 4:5 to 00 to the 
Rqunre mile. In 1880, however, we will suppose tile population to have increased to 24,000, of which 8,500 are now 
found in the conr1ty town, which thereupon becomes a city witllin our definition, and is therefore excluded from 
the mass of population. 'l'he county then sinks into class 3; tluit ls, the group having between 18 and 45 inlrnllitants 
to the square mile. Such cases are, of course, few in number. The lowest grade of settlement taken for this 
discussion is that which contains a i1opuli;ttion of 2 to the square mile. All the region outside this line may be 
regarded as IJractically unsettled territory, peopled, if at all, by a few scattering graziers, wandering in'ospectors, 
lumbermen, or hanters. 

Upon the definition thus taken the settled area of 1880 is mainly com1irisec1 in one large body, stretchiug from 
the northern to the southern limits of the country, ancl from the Atlantic coast westward to the plains. In tllis 
body is comprisecl 95 per cent. of the total population of the country, the remainder being· in detached bodies of 
comparatively snuill size, the most considerable beillg on the Pacific slo11e, in Oregon tmd California. 

·within the great settled area in the eastern half of the eountry there are, on the other hand, seveml regions, 
already fully clescribecl, which are i1ractically unsettled; such, for instance, as the northern part of Maine ancl the 
Adirondack region in northern New York, the southern extremity of Florida, and northern Michigan, Wisconsin, 
un<l :i\fiunesota .. 

For purposes of discussion this region may be divided, according to density of i1opnlation, into :five classes, 
corres11onding to those upon the general density maps. These tire as follows: 

1. A population of from 2 to Gto a square mile. 
2. From 6 to 18 to a square mile. 
3. From 18 to 45to a square mile. 
4. From 45 to 90 to a sq'nare mile. 
o. 90 or more to a square mile . 

. Qf these groups of lJopnlation of different density, as they may be called, the :first three indica,te a, 

11reclominantly agrici1ltlli'al condition. Speaking broadly, agriculture in the United Sti;i,tes is not carried to such 
a 11oint as to aftord employment and support to a population in excess of 45 to a s<1nare mile; and, consequently, 
tile fourth antl fifth groups do not appear with us, except as trade and nrnnufactures arise and the classes rencleriug 
i1ersonal ancl professional services are multiplied. , 

Of the agricultural groups, the first re1wese11ts a very sparse l10}mlation, such as in our western country miglrt 
be sustainetl by the grazing ind11str;y, without any cultivation of the soil; and accordingly we :find this group at the 
present time mainly along the frontier, in Florida, Minnesota, Nebraska, Kansas, Textts, California, Ooloratlo, Oregon, 
Nev.acla, aml the territories. The i10orest tillage regions also sink into tMs group, and lleirne we fin cl not inconsiderable 
i1ortions of some of tile olcler states in this class. In 1790, however, No. 1 was the largest single group in what is 
now l\faine, iu New York, Perms;ylv~tnia, South Carolina, aud in what is now the state of West Virginia. 

The second g1'0np-G to 18 h1lrnbitants to the sq1mre mile-indicates almost universally the existence of' definecl 
farms or plantations and the systematic cultivation of the ground, but this either in an early stage of settlement or 
upm~ more or less rugged soi]. Thus we find this group. still large in many of tile western and soutllwestem states 
an<l m the mountainous regions of the Atlantic slope. In 17001 however, this group far exceeded. in area Nos. 3, 4, 
and 5 combined. 

The third gronp-18 to 45 to the square mile-almost universally indicates a highly snccessfol agriculture. 
Here an<l t~ere the presence of petty mechanical industries raises a difficult farming or planting region into this 
group, but lll general, where manufactures exist a,t all they iuclnce a population of' 45 or more to the square mile. 

'\Ye shonltl therefore expect to find, as is the case, No. 3 the predominant group in Alabama, Delaware,. Georgia, 
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Illinois, Iowa, Kentucky, 1Uarylaml, Mississippi, l\Iissouri, North Carolina South Carolina Tennessee Virginia 
l w· . ' ' ' , anl , 1sconsm. Of the Now England states, Maine, New Hampshire, ancl Vermont also have large tracts in this 

<lcgrce o! settlement. In 1790 No. 3 was the largest single group in Delaware, J\faryland, Massachusetts, New 
Hampslnre, New Jersey, aud Virginia (exclusive of West Virginia). 

'l'ho fourth group almost universally indicates the existence of commercial ancl manufacturing inclustry arnl the 
multiplication of per~onal and professional services. Connecticut, Indiana, l\faryland, !\fassitelrnsetts, :Michigan, 
New York, Ollio, and Penns;ylvania are the states in which this group is found in excess of any other. In none of 
these states was tllis group in excess iu 1790. Three of them, Michigan, Ohio, and Indhtna, can scarcely be said to 
have been settled at all (Marietta, Ohio, having been founded in 1788, while in Inuiaua there were bnt two or three 
small settlements, tl!e remains of French occupation). In New York and Pennsylvania, at that date, group· 1 was 
prellominnnt. 

The fifth gronp represents a ve1'Y advanced condition of industry. At the First Census only a few counties, arnl 
C\Ten at the Tenth Census less than 25,000 square miles, were found populated to this. extent. In New Jersey and .in 
Hliodc Island alone is this fom1d in excess of every other group. In each of these it is also in excess of the sum of 
all other groups. This degree of settlement is only reached where manufacturing aud trading.villages are numerous. 

Ilaviug thus sought to giYe a general, but necessarily somewhat vague, impression of the meaning of these 
groups of population, the following tables are presented with a view of illustrating the present status of our 
1iopnlatiou in regard to extent and density of settlement: 

TAnLE IV.-AREAS IN SQUARE MILES O:b' THE DIFFERENT CLASSES OF SETTLEMEXT. 

-

I I Total area of 
1 2 3 4 Ii 

settlement ; I 
Dato. 2 or more to 90 amlowr to the squal'o 2 to 6 to the 6 to 18 to the 18 to 45 to the 45 to 90 to the the square mile, square mile. squaromile. square mile. square mile. mile. 

·-
1700 ........... 230, 035 83, 436 83, 340 69, 282 13, 051 820 

1800. ·······-·· 305, 708 81, 010 123, 267 82, 034 17, 734 1, 193 

1810 ........... 407, 945 116, 620 154,419 108, 155 27, 409 1,243 

1820 ........... 508, 717 140, 827 177, 153 150, 3UO 39, 004 1,343 

1830 .•••••••••. 682, 717 151, 400 225, 804 180, 503 65, 440 3,414 

1840 ........... 807, 292 183, 007 201, 819 241, 587 84, 451 G,828 

1850 ........... U79, 249 233, P97 294, 008 338, 796 100, 704 11,264 

1800 .. c ........ 1, 104, 754 200, 860 353, 341 431, 601 134-, 722 14,224 

1870 ........... 1, 272, 239 245, 897 363,475 470. 529 174, 036 18, 302 

1880 ............ 1, 560, 570 384, 820 373, 890 554, 300 232, 010 24,1i50 
.. 

---·-"'~ 

It will be noted that, notwithstanding the constant passing of the lower groups .into the 11igher through the 
inteusifi.cation of settlement, the lower groups are still so rapidly recrnitecl by the annexation of fresh territory, 
in the westward extension of the frontier line, as not on1y to maintain, but to increase them from decade to 
decade, without an exception, except that in 18'70 a slight falling off is observed in No. 1. It should also be 
notecl that in the decade previous the increase of No. 2 was comparatively slight. In the decade 1870 to 1880 a 
large increase will be noted, more than sufficient to raise the average of the last two decades to the normal increase. 
This is probably due in great part to the immense emigration of the past three years from the eastern states 
~and the immigration from European countries. During these years the inroads upon the public domain in the 
west have been unprecedented in extent. In No. 2 the increase has been very slight, as it has been for seyeral 
decades. In No. 3 it has l>een comparatively large, while in 4 ancl 5 it has been larger than ever before. 

'l'he following table gives the percentages of increase during the past clecade: 

'l'AnLE V. -PERCENTAGE OF INCREASE, 1870 TO 1880, IN TEE TOTAL SETTLED AREA .AND IN TEE DIFFERENT DENSITY 
GROUPS. 

increase. increase. . 
P~r cent. of II l'~r cent. of II 

1----------:----1; _______ _ 

23. 4 I Group 3 .... : ................ . '.Cotal settled arm .....•..•.. 
Group 1. •••..........•....... 

Group2 .................... . 

56. 5 Group 4 •••••••••••••••••• · •••• 

2. O I Group 5 .................... • • 

17.8 
33.3 

34.1 
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The following table exl.J.ibits the proportions existing between the several quantities in Table 1:7", i .. e., the 
increase per cent. in the total area of settlement, from decade to decade, ancl the number of square miles m each 
1,000 settled at each census, occupiecl by a population of each specified degree of density: 

TADLE YI.-PROPORTION OF AREA OF EACH GROUP OF POPULATION TO TOTAL AREA. OF SE'.l'TLl~MENT. 

Increase 

Date. 
per~ent.in 
total area Total. 1 2 3 4 () 

af settle· 
mcnt. 

1700 ••••••. ......... ·--·-· l, 000 348 348 247 54 3 

1800 ....... 27.4 1, 000 265 403 270 58 4 

1810 ....... 33.4 1, 000 280 370 205 07 a 
1820 ••••••• 24. 7 1, 000 277 348 200 70 a 
1830 ...•••. 24.4 1, boo 230 357 295 103 0 

18:10 ....... 27. 0 1, 000 228 361 200 105 7 

JBGO ••••••• 21. 3 1, 000 230 301 340 103 11 

1800 •••.••. 22.0 1,000 218 200 301 113 12 

1870 ....... o.5 I, 000 103 286 370 137 14 

1880 •••.••. 23.3 1,000 245 238 aw 148 16 

We find here a relative decrease, during the decade 1870 to 1880, in Nos. 2 and 3, an increase in Nos. 1 and 4, 
and no change in No. 5. In other words, an increase in the sparsely-settled regions and in the area of manufactures 
ancl trade, at the expense of the agricultural regions, and especially of the l)OOrer ones. 

But we may carry this anal~'sis yet further, with results still more instructive. The states and territories group 
themselYes naturally, in order and condition of settlement, as follows : 

1. The original thirteen states, with those formecl from them, Maine, Vermont, and West Virginia. 
2. Kentucky, Tennessee, Ohio, Indiana, lliiuois, Michigan, Missouri, Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, 

and Florida. 
3. The remaining states and territories. The following three tables, numbered VII, VIII, and IX, show facts 

similar to those in Table IV for each of these groups: 

TAnr.E VII.-AREAS, IN SQUARE MILES, OF THE DIFE'ERENT CLASSES OF SETTLEMENT-FIRST GROUP 0]' STA'.l'BS • . 
Date. Tatnl aren. of :I. z a 4 

. 
IS 

settlement. . 
1700 •••••• ··-··· ... 224, 685 72, 380 79, 146 59, 282 13, 0;;1 820 

1800 ••••••••••••••. 266, 208 63, 200 ]05, 017 70, 504 17, 234 1, 103 

1810 ••••••••••••••• 297, 608 50, 9i9 115, 462 97, 385 26, 500 1, 243 

1820 •••••• ·•••••••· 312, 173 48, 600 110, 140 115, 540 30, 454 1, 343 

1830 ............... 348, 002 45, 245 115, 255 130, 042 54, 340 3,41>1 

1840. ·······-······ 353, 137 33, 340 112, so;; 140, 753 60, 351 5, 828 

1850 .••.. ··- •••••• ; 859, 692 28, 213 89, 041 !64, 050 66, 22,1 11, 20,1 

1800. ••••••· ....... 361, 141 20, 060 74, 392 178,483 73, 982 14, 224 

1870 ............... 358, 546 17, 000 06, 449 177, 723 79, 072 18, 302 

1880 ............... 361, 965 12, 500 60, 900 160, 455 101, 370 20, 740 

TADLE YIII.-AREAS, JN SQU.ARE MILES, OF THE DIFFERENT CLASSES OF SETTLEMENT-SECOND GROUP OF STA'.l'BS, 

Date. \ Total nren af 
settlement. 1 z a 

1790. -· •••••••••••· 15, 250 11, 050 4, 200 

1800 .•••.•••••••••• 30, 500 17, 750 18, 250 3, 000 500 ........................ 
1810 ......... ··-··· 110;277 59, 050 38, 957 10, 770 900 ..................... 
1820 .••••••••••••.• lM, 144 91, 737 67, 007 34, 9;;0 2, 550 ..................... 
1830. •••••••·•••••·• 282, 815 105, 215 110, 039 55, 861 11, 100 ....................... 
1840 ............... 438, 355 138, 4G7 174, 9;;4 100, 834 24, 100 ......................... 
1850 .••••••..•••••• 403, iu7 114, 450 184, 607 160, 646 34, 045 ....................... 
1860 ............... 510, 057 62, 450 182, 689 220, 608 54, 120 ......................... 
1870 ............... 527, 627 48, 637 167, 576 228, 4~0 82, 064 .......................... 
1880 •••••••••••.••• 560, 170 56, 030 131, 065 247, 365 122, 350 a, s6o 

t 
t 
' 

l 
f .. 

' 

I 
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TABLE IX.-A.REAS, IN SQUARE ,,MILES, OF THE DIFFERENT CLAsSES OF SET'l'LEMENT-THIRD GROUP OF STATES. 

Date. 

1840 .••••• ••••••••· 
1850 ..•. ·••••· ... .. 

'.1.'otal area of 
settlement. 

1860 ............... . 

15, 800 

125, 800 

313, 65G 
886, 060 

647, 485 
1870 .••. ······" .. .. 
1880 •••• """."" •• " .. 

1 

11, 800 

91, 0~5 
178, 356 

180, 260 

816, 290 

2 3 4 

4,000 .? ............................................. . 
20, 150 14, 100 f>25 .............. .. 
96, 260 

129, 450 

181, 925 

82, 420 

64, 856 
140, 480 

6, 620 

12, 000 

8, 290 

.................... . .................... 
450 

Examination of these tables will show that the relations of the groups t-0 the several epochs of our national 
development have essentially changed from what appeared in Table IV. 

In the first group of states the increase in settled area was marlml at each decade n]_) to 1830. From that 
time down to 1860 the increase was little more than nominal, tlle tracts desirable for settlement having, it may be 
presumed, been substantially all taken up. But while the increase in the total area of settlement went on until 
1830, group 1 did not increase at all, the higher groups not only absorbing all the current growth of settlement, but 
steadily encroaching upon No. 1, which has been reduced from 72,386 square miles in 1790 to 12,500 in 1880, which 
is comprisecl in Maine, New Hampshire, and Georgia. The increase in group 2 stopped in 1810, when it reached 
its ma.ximum at 115,462 square miles. It has since declined to 60,900 square miles, comprised, in large part, in 
Georgia,, North Carolina, and West Virginia. In group 3 the increase went on uninterrupteclly until 1860~ since 
which time there has been a slight falling off. In groups 4 ancl 5 the iucrease has gone on uninterruptetlly to tlte 
present time. 

In the second group of states the total area of settlement has continued to increase without interruption to tne 
present date. ·Group 1 increased until 1840, but lost heavily until 1870, its area ha>ing fallen off from 138,467 to 
48,637 square miles. Since 1870 it has increased again, owing mainly to the spread of settlements in Michigan and in 
]'lorida. Group 2 increased until 1850, since which time it has decreased. Groups 3 and 4 ltave increased steadily 
since their appearance in 1800, and in the recent census group 5 puts in an appearance for the :first time, with au 
area of 3,360 square miles, comprised in the states of Ohio, Illinois, and Kentucky. 

In the third group of states there were no settlements of any note prior to 1840. Since that time the increase 
in the total area of settlement aml in the several groups has gone on uninterruptedly, with hut one exce]_)tion. Iu 
group 4 there is a falling off from 12,000 to 8,290 between 1870 and 1880. This is due merely to the subtraction of 
urban population, cities lying within this area having reached and exceeded the arbitrary limit assumed for urban 
population, 

The following table presents in detailed form, by states, the data relating to areas of settlement in 1880: 

TADLE X.-AREAS, IN SQUARE MILES, OF THE DIFFERENT CLASSES OF SETTLEMENT 1N 1880, BY STATES. 

States nnd territories. 

Tofol. .......................................... : ........................ .. 

Alabnma ................. : .................................................... . 
Adzona .•••. · .................................................................. .. 

Arlmnsns ................................... : .................................. . 
California ..................................... ~ ............. •• ..... ·••• ... •••• .. 
Colorado ....................................................................... . 

Connecticut ....................... : .......................................... .. 
Dakota ........................................................................ . 
Dolawnro ................................................................. , ... .. 
District of Columbia .......................................................... .. 
Flor·ida ........................................................................ . 

Georgia ........................................................................ . 

Id1tlto .......................................................................... . 

Illinois ................. · ......... •••• • •• .... • •• ......... • ........ ·••• • ...... .. 
Intlinna ....... ~ .......................................... • • · · .. · • · • ··••• • ..... · 
Iow1t ......................................................................... .. 

Kanans ......................................................................... . 
Kentucky ...................................................................... . 
Lonisinna ...................................................................... . 
Maine ......................................................................... . 
Mnrylnnd ........................................ , ............................ .. 

1 I ~ 3 4 I ~ 
Totnl area of 1----l----l----
aettl~ t 18 to 41i to 45 to 90 to Above 00 to ~men · 2 to 6 to the 6 to 18 to the I 

square mile. square mile. ;!'fie~r:ruare :l:ue~quare iii1ile~quare 

1, 569, 570 384, 820 373, 890 554, 300 232, 010 24, 550 

51, 540 4, 000 I 14, 200 29, 040 4, 300 ............. . 

7,820 7,320 ..................................................... .. 

58, 045 900 37, 645 14, 500 ........................... . 

75,080 47,700 22,400 5,880 ........................... . 

39, 245 34, 000 4, 600 645 ........................... . 

4, 845 .. .. .. • • .. • • • • . •• • .. • • ... • • • .. •• • • • • • .. • .. 4, 065 780 

20,400 14,200 6,200 ......................................... . 

1, 960 • ... .. • • .. .. .. .. .. .. • • • • • •• • 1, 050 910 •••••••••••••• 

65 .............. .............. .............. .............. 65 

33, 440 2i, 440 9, 000 2, 000 ........................... . 

58, 080 5, 200 18, 000 20, 180 6, 600 ............. . 

12,500 12,500 .............. ,, ...................................... .. 

56, 000 • .. • • • .. • .. • .. ... . .. • • • .. .. • 41, 800 13, 500 700 
35,910 ........................... . 

55, 475 2, 275 11, 200 

62, 995 13, SJO 26, 545 

40, 000 ... •• • .. .. .. .. 4, 300 

45, 420 10, 650 20, 820 

11, 895 6, ooo 8, 500 

9,860 .......................... .. 

11, 100 

40, 900 

22, 330 
24, 100 

13, 000 

5,600 

a, ooo 

24, 810 ............. . 
1, 100 ............. . 

290 ............ .. 
11, 000 000 

950 ............. . 

2, 795 .................... ~ 

6,860 ............ .. 
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TABLE x.-AREAS, IN SQUARE MILES, &c.-Continueil. ' 

1. a 4 

States and territories. 
Total area of 
settlement. 18 to 45 to 

2 to 6 to the 6 to 18 to the the square 
45 to 00 to 

tho sqnn1·0 
mile. 

Ahovu 00 to 
th<1 squ11ro 
mile. a\tnaremile. square mile. mile. 

Massachusetts ..••••.. - -· .-"··-·' .. " .......•..•... ··•·•·· ·· · · · · · ...... •·•·· · ····· · 
Michigan ............................... " ....................................... . 
Minnesota ..................................................................... . 

1>lississippL ......... -· - ·--- ," ..... -.......................... - -·- -..... • .•••..... 
:Missouri. ....................... -··· ......................................... -·_ 

8, 040 
47, 230 
45, 205 
46, 340 
68, 735 

0, 800 8, 200 
12, uoo 10, 000 

0, 500 10, 400 

1, 7-10 10, 500 

300 
12, 600 
13, 605 

27, 240 
46, 335 

4, 840 2, 000 

10, 030 -··-- ....... .. 

2, 200 

1,rno" ----------··--
Montana ..••... ·- ................................................... ··-· - · ···-· - 8, oou 8,000 .............. ----·--------- ............. " ............. . 

Nebraska ..... ". -·-· .............................. ,_ .. ,, ........... ·--·· -· ....... . 
Nevada ........................................................................ . 

New Hampshire .. - --· ..................................... •• ..... ·----- · ·-·- ·-· 
New Jersey ................................................................... . 

New Mexico .................................................................... . 
New York ............................................................... -----·-
North Carolina ................................................................ . 
Ohio ........................................................................... . 

Oregon ...... ---- ......................................... ·• · ......... · ·•······ · 

38, 185 
11, 740 

8, 705 
7, 455 

32, 100 
45, 420 
48, 580 
40, 700 

24, 560 

13, 385 
11, 500 

1, 300 

24, GOO 

20, 000 

10, 000 

1, 400 

7, GOO 
3, 800 
0, 500 

8, 800 

240 
4, 700 
1, 050 

1, WO 75 
2, 440 3, 005 

6, 200 33, 000 2, 420 

34, 380 4, 700 .. - . - .. - ..... -
1, 100 37, 600 2, 000 

4,500 ......................................... . 

Pennaylmuirt.: .... ·--· -· ......................................... -·-- - - -· ·-·· --- 45,000 -··----····-" 3,500 10,750 20, 000 
400 

10, 7ii0 
6S5 Rhocle Island ......... -·· ....................... ---------······--·----·-----···· 1,085 .............. ··------------ ............ . 

South Carolina .......................... -------·-·------· ............... ·-·-··· 

Tennessee. - .... ·-----·--··---··------------ ............. ···- - ···-·-. -- -- - ------
Texas ......................................................................... . 

Utah .......................................................................... . 
Vermont ........ ~--···---------- ............................................. .. 

Virginia ........ - - - -• - ••. -- .............. - . : ..... ··-- - -- •• - • - - ---· ............. . 
Washington ................. ---· .................... ···-·- .................... . 
·we~t "Virginia. .................... ; ............................................ . 

Wisconsin ................................................. ~ ................... . 

30, 170 

41, 750 
124, 000 

16, 340 
0, 135 

40, 125 

20,880 
24, 645 

44, 250 

··------·----· 
................ 

48, 200 

11, 200 
. .................... 
. ................. 

20, 580 
. .............. .... 

7, 100 

2, 000 

7, ouo 
48, 4CO 

4, 360 

2, 600 
4, 100 

300 

12, 500 

10, 800 

25, 870 2, 300 -·-· ·-. ---·- .. 
24, 550 10, 200 ............ - • 

28,300 ··----·-·--··· ............. . 

780 ....................... ----
5,050 585 ............. . 

29,025 7,000 ----·-·----·--

8, 500 

10, 000 

3,645 --·····-·--·-· 

o, 000 450 

Wyoming ....................................... ------·-·---·--·----·····---···· 6,40~ 6,400 ··---·------·- ---------·--·· ···--·-·--·--- ----------··--

TJ:ie following table shows the population aml the number of inhabitants per square mile in each of the three 
subdivisions treated above at the date of each census.: 

TADLE XI. 

First group. Second group. I '.l.'hird group. 

. 
Average Average .Average 

Dato. density densits density 

I • ., ........ (pUl'BOilS Population. (pcrnons Population. (pCITHOUS 
to a to a to a 

srprn.re square squnre 
milo}. 

I 
milo}. mile). 

---1 

17. o I I 1700 •• --- I 3, srn, 846 100, 368 7 .. 2 ................... ------·---
1800 •.••. 4, 922, 070 18.5 380, 413 0.8 ................. .......... 
1810 .• --- 6, 161, 566 20. 6 1, 078, 315 9. 8 ................. ............... 
1820 ..... 7, 417, 432 23.8 2, 216, 300 11, 3 ~ ---. --.... --. ................ 
1830 _____ 0, 158, 721 26. 3 3, 707, 299 13.1 .. ~- ... --......... --·-------
1840 ••••• 10, 638, 004 30. l 0, 357, 392 14. 5 74, 057 4.7 
1850 ..... 13, 218, 496 36. 7 0, 078, 288 18. 4 895, 002 7.1 
1860. ____ 15, 818, 547 43.8 12, 037, 882 24. 3 2, 986, 802 9.5 
1870 ..... 17, 964, 502 50. 1 15, 594, 72i 20. 5 4, oon, o5s 12. 0 
1880 .. --· 21, 835, 111 60. 31 19, 056, 606 35. 1 8, 664, 006 13.4 

CITIE~. 

In the preceding discussion of the settled area of the country it will be rememberecl that all cities of 8,000 
inhabitants ancl upward were excht(led in treating of the population groups. It remains, therefore, to speak of the 
urban population, in its progress from 1790 to 1880. In this discussion we shall not only include cities down to 
8,000 population, which have l_>een classified for this census, in order to make a comparatiye statement with the 
condition of things in previous years, but in separate tables the classification of urban ]JOpulation for 1880 will 
be carried down to bodies of 4,000, in or(ler to discriminate more closely between urban and rural population. 

We meet, however, at the outset of this discussion with several difficulties. I<'or instance: V\'hat constitutes 
a city? In most of the states there is 110 doubt whateT"er on tlds point. All dense bodies of population, of any 
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-· 
considerable magnitude, 11ave municipal charters. The entire po1mlatfon of cyery city is urban; consequently, the 
line min be sharply clrawn. _In sevcra_l of the older states, however, we find dense bodies of population combinetl 
with outlying rural settlements under one government. This is the case in several of the townshiJ)S in the 
neighborhood of Chicago, Illinois, and around other centers in the prairie states, and in New York, New Jersey, 
and Pennsylvania. It is in the New England states, howeYer, that we meet with the greatest difficulty, for here 
tlte case above-mentioned is the rule and not the exception. In lVfassaclmsetts a so-called "town", which is to all 
intents ancl irni'poses tt township, may comprise a population of I0,000 or 15,000, or even more, .aml consist of one 
or more dense bodies of population, with a scattering rural population also includecl under the town government. 
In nu the New Englaml states hut Connecticut a city is similar to the so-called" town" in relation to population, 
except that generally the proportion between urban and rural population is greater and the form of government 
slightly tlifferent, a mayor, board of aldermen, and common coui1cil taking the place of the board of selectmen. In 
cases of' this kind discretion has been exercised, and after what seemed a reasonable clecluction for the rural parts 
of tllc town or township, the remainder has been treated as city population. .Again, at several natural centers there 
are, or in the past have been, groups of cities, one of which is commonly much larger than any other, perhaps tlmn 
all the others, an of' which, while legally distinct, might be regarcled as constituting a trne unit of resiclence and of 
hulustry. Shall these be taken separately in our account or aggregated, in tlisregarc1 of merely l)Olitical divisions¥ 
It is more difficult to decide this question, in undertaking an historical review like ours, than if we were making up 
an independent statement for a single period, inasmuch as these relations freq:nently change-two, three, or four 
cities nt one census appearing ten yenrs later as one, the growth of city population diminishing the number of cities. 
Philadelphia affords the most striking instance of this character. Nor is it always clear what is to l)e regarded as 
the unit of residence ancl industry. While it is generally true that the small cities which surround a great one owe 
their importance, antl even existence, to it, and therefore tbat in annexing them it is simply claiming its own, there 
are instances of cities being closel;r coterminous, yet each having tt clear raison d'etre of its own; while in more than 
one case the limits of the modern city embrace the sites of at least two distinct centers of population and tralle .. 
The question is quite too large to be discussed here. These l)Oints are mentione<l merely to sl10w that no plan of 
treatment is withont its own difficulties. For several :i;easons it has been decided to follow the record, and at each 
census to count that as a distinct city which was so recognized at the time. It will need to be borne in mind, 
therefore, that while the determination of new centers of residence aml industry in the unceasing growth of 
populati.on has constantly tenclecl to increase the number of cities known to the census, there has been a movement, 
far less eonsklerable and very irregular, in the other direction, viz, to a reduction of the number of cities through 
annexation and consolidation. The following htble exhibits the number of cities of s,ooo or more inhabitants at 
eacll census of the United States: 

TABLE XII.-NUMBER OF CITIES, CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO SIZE. 

Dnte. to to to to to to to to nncl Totnl. 
8, ro.o 12, ooo 120, ooo 140, ooo 75, ooo 125, ooo 250, ooo 500, ooo 1, ooo, ooo 

12, ooo. 20, ooo.. 40, ooo. 75, ouo. 125, ooo. 200, ooo. 500, ooo. 1, 0001 aoo. a hove. 

-------------·------------------- ---
1700..... 1 a 1 .......... ....... ... .......... .......... .......... o 
1800 ..••• 

1810 •. - .. 
1820 .... . 

1830 ... .. 
1840 .... . 
1800 ..••. 

1860 •. - .. 
1870 .••.. 

1880 ..... 

1 

4 
a 

12 

17 
36 
62 
92 

110 

1····· .. ·:· 
7 

11 
20 
34 

63 

70 

a 2 . . . ---.... 
3 2 
a 2 

1 1 
10 1 
14 7 3 
23 12 2 
30 14 8 
55 21 9 

............. ............ ·······--· ............ 0 

·······--· ·----····· ........... ·········· 11 
I I ........... J3 ........ ;-r:::::::::: :::::::::· . ......... 26 

1 1 . ........... ............. 44 

3 1 1 85 

5 1 2 141 
3 5 2 226 
7 4 •3 1 280 

Tho following table shows the number of the url>an population, as aboye llefined, at each census, with the 
percentage of the total population: 

TABLE XIII. 

Popnla~ion ofUnitccl I Population of cities. 
Inhahitnnts of cities 

Date. in e:wh 100 of the States. toLal popuhitiou. 

--- -------
1700 ...... 3, 920, 214 131, 472 a. a 
1800· ..... 5, ao8, 4sa 210, 873 a. o 
1810 ..••. 7, 230, 881 3GG, 020 4.9 

1820 ..... 9, 033, 822 475, 135 4. 0 
]830 ..... J2, 806, 020 804, r.oo 0.7 
1840 ..... 17, 060, 453 1, 453, 004 8.5 

1850 ..... 23, 101, 876 2, 807, 580 12. 5 

]800 ..... 31, 4~3. 321 5, 072, 256 16:1 
1870 ..... 38, 558, 371 8, 071, 8i5 20. 9 

1880 ..... 50, 155, 783 11, 318, /l<J7 2~1. () 

-- --· 
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Speaking roundly, it ma.y be said that in 1700 one-thirtieth of the population was found in cities of more than 
8,000 population; in 1800, one twenty-fifth; in 1810, and also in 1820, one-twentieth; in 1830, one-sixteenth; in 1840, 
one-twelfth; in 1850, one-eighth; in 1860, one-sixth; in 1870, more than one-fifth; ancl in 1880, half way between 
one-fifth and one-quarter. One thing needs to be said in explanation of the relation of the tables above to the 
maps showing density of population; that is, that the populations pf two or more cities situatecl close to each other 
have often lJeea combined, and the aggregate thus obtained will be found represented on the maps by a circle of 
proportionate size, The scale of the maps has made it necessary to do this, instead of representing each city 
separately. 

The following table shows, by states and territories, and more exhaustively than the preceding tables, the 
urban population of the country. In this table all dense bodies of settlement down to a limit of 41000 arc 
regarded as urban population. 

Under this definition it will be seen that nearly 13,000,000 of the population, or more than one-fourth, may be 
classified as urban. 

StatcH nnd terri
tories. 

1 

4,000 
to 

8,000. 

~ 

8,000 
to 

12,000. 

TAD~E XIV. 

a 4 lj 

12,000 20,000 40,000 
to to to 

20,000. 40,000. 75,000, 

·-~-·-~ 

6 7 s 9 10 

75,000 125,000 250,000 500,000 ·Aliovo to to to to 
125,000. 250,000. 000,000. 1,000 000. 1,000,000. 

Total ••••••••. 580 12,936,110 204 1,617,563 110 1,066,138 76 1, 168, 147 115 1, 485, 850 21 1, 054, 098 9 014, 060 7 1, 205, 510 4 1, 300, 800 3 ·l, 017, 018 1 1, 200, 200 
- --- -- .=::: ::::::::::::==: == ~i=---====- = = ~ = == == = =====- = ~;:--_-:.:;: 

.AJnbama......... 4 58, 351 2 12, 506 .•.• ......... 1 10, 713 1 20, 132 ....................................................................... . 

Arizona .•••••••.. 1 7,007 1 7,007 ................................................................................................... ~ ..•..• " 

Arkansas........ 1 13, 138 . . .. . . • . •. • • . 1 13, 138 ..•..•••.. __ ...................................................................................... . 

California........ 10 344, OOi 4 20, 038 2 21, 405 1 ,12, 567 2 55, 975 ........................ I 233, 959 .•••••••••......••.•.•..•.•••..••••• 
Col01-a<10. .•• • •• • • 4 59, 715 2 9, 200 . • . . • • • • • • • • . 1 14, 820 1 35, 620 

84, 907 6 20, 294 1 
231, 720 6 33, 117 
231, 290 1 7,107 
135, 900 9 48, 800 1 
364, 034 2 13, 260 2 

Massachusetts .•• 57 1, 175, 130 24 133, 100 13 

Michigan....... 27 353, 230 15 81, 664. 7 

Minnesota....... 8 120, 567 4 21, 044 2 

128, 300 6 89, 300 0 246, 100 4 215, 500 • • . • • . • • . . . . • •• • • • . • • . 1 302, 830 ...•••••••••...• - ...... . 

07,306 2 35,121 2 52,700 .... ····-····· 1116,340 .. ••••·••••· ...••••...•....•••••• 
10, 203 .•.. ····-··-· .•.. .•• :... .•. 2 88, 360 .................................. -· .....•• ::: :: ·•••••••·• 

Mississippi...... 4 28, 084 3 16, 270 1 
Missonri ..••••••• 14 505, 9C3 O 4-6, 534 2 

11, 814 •••• ••••••••· ···- •••·•••·•· •••..••••••••..• •••·•••· ·- ······--··. 

20, 035 .... ··-······ 1 32, 431 1 55, 785 .. ··•·•••· -- .......... ; --~~~:~~~- :: :::::::::: :: ::~·.:::::: 
Montana........................ ..•.. ........ .... .•• • 
Nebraslm .••.••.. 4 51,870 2 8,358 ....... ::.::: ··~· ··;;:~~;· ··~· ···~~.-~~~- :::: :::::::::: :: :::::::: :: :::::::::: :: :::::::::· •• ·•••··•••· ·· 
Nevada ..••••.••• 4 23,88~ 3 12,967 1 10,017 .... .•..••.•. .... .••••..... .... .......... .. .. . ·· .......... ·· ·•••·••··• 
New:Hampshiro. 8 01,4-00 3 15,200 2 10,400 2 25,200 1 Sl,000 .•..••.••••••... _ _. .•••• -· ·······-·- .............. ·•••••··•· •· 

NewJe1·sey •••.•. ~8 586,547 16 90,897 3 26,210 2 30,373 3 S0,138 2 02,690 1

1
12~:;;.;· ~ ··~~~.-~~~· :: :::::::::: :: :::::::::: :: .•••••.••• 

New Mexico ..•.. 1 6,635 1 6,635 .••.••••••••..••.••••• 

Now York ....... 58 2,720,36T 25 185,100 12 108,288 O 14~-5~~- ··~· "i~;.-~~;· ··;···~~~.-~;~· ~

1
~~~.-~;~· ·; ··~;;:~;~· :: :::::::::: ~- ·-~~~-~~;·; ·~·;~ij·;~~ 

~i;;~-~~-1~~1'.~~-:: 4: ~~:~~! 2~ 1~3·::~ 1 9,205 1 17,350 .••..•..•..•...••. ···--·---· .. ·••·•••· .............. -·-······· ...•... ' ....... ' ' 

Oregon .......... 1 17,577 .•..... ~· .. : •..• ~----~~'.~~~- ~ 1~~::~~ .. ~. ·--~~·-~~~- ·-~· --~~~·-~~:. :: :::::::: ~- ·-~~~·-~~~- ~- --~~~ .. ~~~- :: :::::::::: :L~~:::::: 

I ' 
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I 
J 
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States and terri-
torics. 

~ ... 
"' " ,0 -a s 

~ ~ P-< ---
Pcnnsylvnnin..... 56 1, 058, 023 
Rhmlo Island.... 14 213, 000 

South Carolina,... 3 66, 180 
Tennessee_...... 5 104, 904 
Texas ....... _... 11 115, 300 

... 
" ,0 

~ 
-
28 

8 

1 

1 

0 

Utah ............ 2 26,837 1 
Yurmont...... ... 5 37, 800 

'Virginia ......... 11 178,117 5 
"\Vnshington ..... . : •. ............. 

"\Vest Virginia... 4 47, 846 3 
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TADLE XIV-Continued. 

1 2 3 4 

4,000 8,000 12,000 20,000 
to to to to 

8,000. 12,000. 20,000. 40,000. 

5 6 ,. 8 I~ 10 

40,000 76,000 125,000 260,000 I 000.000 .A.bovo to to to to. to 1,000,000. 
75,000. 1251000, 250,000. 500,000. 1,000,000. 

oi § oi i:l 
.Si 

~ ~ :3 ... 0 

~ ~ i. "' ~ -a ! 'S ~ ·-a 
"" 5' §' 0 " 0 p, P-< lzi Pol ('1 p, 

i:l ~ g <:i ~ ~ ~ .s ... ~ ,; ~ ,; ... 
d " ., ~ " " 

., 

i "' ~ .0 -a "" -a ! -a "" l "" .::> 

~ 
a s s ~ §' ;:! g< 5' " ~ 

§' 
P-< lzi p, p, z Pi p, )'< p, 

-- - --f----- --- ----------
150, 783 12 107, 804 7 111, 000 4 107, 607 2 80, 128 t 78, 682 1 156, 389 ............ 1 847,170 -- ........... 
38, 100 1 11,200 4 60,500 .............. ··-· .......... 1103,800 ............................................... . 

0, 100 1 10,030 .... ••••••••· .... -···--·--· 1 40,984 .......... ·- .......... -· ............ --···----· ........... . 
fi, 377 1 9,093 1 12,SDZ l 33,592 1 43,350 .. ----···· ...... : ........................................ . 

34, 714 2 21,371 1 10;5rn 2 42,798 ---- .......... -- ...................................................... .. 

0, 009 ............. 1 20,708 ...................................... :··--·--·--···----·-- ............ .. 
10, aoo 2 21, 500 
20, 887 1 11, 300 2 20,Q!S 2 43,622 1 03,600 .. --·-·--· -- .................................. -- ........ .. 

17,100 .......................... 1 30,737 ............................................................ -- ......... . 

"'Wisconsin ....... 20 272,733 11 60,302 4 37,400 4 50,378 .............. ---- .......... 1115,587 .............................................. .. 

\V~"o1ning ..... ........................... · · · ·· .. · · · · ...... • ···· ·•· · ·· · · ·· ·· · · · · · · ··· ·· · ••· · · • · · · ·· · · · · · · ·• ······· · ·· .. ~ .... · · · · .... ···"·-···· ·· ··· ···· · · · ·· · ··• · · ·.· ·• 

THE CENTER OF POPULATION • 

. The center of population, as defined in the Statistical Atlas of 1874, "is the point at which equilibrium wouhl 
be reached were the country taken as a plane surface, itself without weight, bi1t capable of sushtining weight, 
and loaded with its inhabitants, in number and position as they arc found at the period under consideration, each 
hldividual being assumed to be of the same gravity as every other, and consequently to exert pressure on the 
pivotal point directly i1roportionecl·to his distance therefrom." In brief, then, it is the center of gravity of the 
population of the country. 

.... 
THE CEN'.l.'ER OF POPULATION IN 1880 . 

Latitude, 39° 04' OS" 
Longitude, s~io 39' '1011 

The position of .the Old Observatory, Mount A.clams, Oincinnati, is: Latitncle, 390 06' 26.511 ; longituclc, 84P 
29' 4511• 

The center of population for 1880 is, therefore, 2.6 miles south of this observatory ancl 8.9 miles west of it. 
That is, it is !J.3 miles west by south from the observatory, or 8 miles west by south from the heart of the city of 
Cincinnati. This places it in Kentucky, one mile from the south bank of the Ohio' river, and one and a half mile 
southeast of the village of Taylorsville. 

METHOD OF DETERMINATION. 

A. point wn,s first assumed as nearly as possible to the true position of the center. Through this point a 
im1·allel and a mel'idhm were clmwn. In this case the center was assumed at the i:ntersection of the parallel of 390 
with the meridian of 340 30', which lines were taken as the axes of moments. 

A north or south moment is the pro(luct of the population by its distance from the assumed imra1lel; an cast 
or a west moment is the vrocluct of the population by its distance from the assumed meridian. In the first case tho 
distances were measured in minutes of arc; in the second case it was necessary to use miles, on account of the 
unequal length of the degrees and minutes in different latitudes. The popufation of the country was then grouped 
by square degrees, i. e., by areas included between consecutive parallels and meridians, as they are convenient units 
with which to work. The l)Opulation of 100 ·of the principal cities was then deducted from that of their square 
degrees and treated se1mrately. Then the population of each square degree \vas assumed to be at its geographical 
center, except in cases where this was manifestly an incorrect assumption. In these cases its i1osition was cstimatecl 
as nearly as possible. The r>opulation of each square degree, aml of each city north ancl south of the assumed 
parallel, was multiplied by its distance from that parallel, and the sum of file north ancl of the south moments 
made up. Their difference, divided by the total i1011u1ation of the couutry, gave a correction to the latitude, tho 
sign of the correction beingpositiYe if north, negative if son th. In a similar manner the east ancl the west moments 
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were made 111), and from them the correction in longitude was made. The following is a summary of the 
computn,tions. The last two figures, those of tens and units, are omitted throughout. 

I. TO FIND THE LATl'.l.'UDE OF THE CENTER. 

A.ssnmed latititde, 390 00'. 

North momeuts of cities .............................. 9,163,500 
North moments of square degrees .................... 36, 810, 188 

Total uorth momcmts ........................... ~~73, 688 I 

South moments of cities.............................. 2, 848, 335 
South moments of square degrees ..•...•......•..••.. 41, 051, 168 

Total south moments ........................... 43, 899, 498 
== 
45,973,688 
43,899,498 

Excess of north moments....................... 2, 074, 190 
== 

Divided lly total popufation of tbe Unit<Jd St11tes~501,558. 
lfosult= correction to be ap1ilicd to tho latitude of tho assumed 

center,=+4'rJlu=+41 0811
• 

'.Latitude of center, 390 O;t' 08 11
• 

II. TO FIND THE LONGITUDE OF THE CENTER. 

Assumed longitude, 340 30'. 

East moments of cities .. . . . .. . . . .• • • •• .. . . . . . . . . . . . 29, 377, 483 
East moments of square degrees..................... 67, 020, 568 

Total enst moments . • . • • . • . . . .. • • .. • • . . . . . . . . . 96, 398, 051 
=== 

West moments of cities.................. .... . . . . . . . 11, 431, 712 
"\Vest moments of squ11re degrees...... . . . . . • . . . . . . . . 8!l, 308, 520 

Total west moments ........................... 100, 740, 232 

== 
100,740,232 
96,398,051 

Excess of west moments ................ _.. • . . • 4, 342, 181 

====== 
Divi<led by total po1mlation of the Uuitecl States iu hundreds= 

501,558, 
Result= correction to be appliecl to longitude of assumed cen tor, 

=+8.66 miles= (for latitude 390 04')=+ 0.1610=+ oo 09' 40". 
Longitude of center, S4.o 39' '10". 

The above is, essentially, the method heretofore pursued for lletermining the center of population; and, for 
purposes of comparison, it bas been employed here. 

As, however, we are dealii1g, not with a plane, but with a spherical surface, the above method is not strictly 
correct. The error is in assuming· a parallel of latitude as one of the axes throngh the assumed center. To be 
strictly correct, both axes should be great circles through the point at right angles to one another, while the 
moments shoulcl be measured on arcs of great circles perpenclicufar to these axes. A computation based upon this 
method would throw the center of l)Opulation some distance north of tbe })QSition as given above, but would not 
materially alter its position ill longitude. · 

The center of population at 1870, as at the time of the census preceding, was computed by a method differing 
in some details from that above sketched. For this purpose a point was assumed entirely outside of'the country, 
and correction made therefrom to the true center. Insteacl of the square degree, the county was taken as a unit, 
and the leYer arm of the population of the county was taken as the distance from the geographical center of the 
county to the axes of moments. The labor involved in this method wRs much greater tha:q that in the present . 
method, inasmuch as many more units were used, and :ts the length of the lever arm differed in every case. 

At 1790 ''e firnl the center of population at 3!JO rn.13' north latitude and 750 11.2' west longitude, which a 
comparison of the best maps n.vailable would seem to place n.bout 23 miles east of Baltimore. During the decade qf 
17!JO to 1800 it appears to have moved almost due west to a point about 18 miles west of the same city, being in 
latitude 39° 16.1' arnl longitude 7(io 56.51• From 1800 to 1810 it moved westward and slightly southward to n. point 
about 40 miles northwest by west from Wnishington, being in latitude 390 11.51 and longitude 770 37.21, The 
southward movement clming this clecade appears to have been due to the annexation of the territory of Louisiana, 
which contained quite extensive settlements. 

From 1810 to 1820 it moved westward, and again slightly southward, to a point about 16 miles north of 
vVoodstock, Virginia, being in latitude 3!J0 5.7' and longitude 730 331• This second southward movement appean; 
to have been due to the extension of settlement in Mississipvi and ..Alabama, and in eastern Georgia,, 

" From 1820 to 1830 it moved still westward ancl southward to a point about 19 miles southwest of J\foorefi.ckl, in 
the present state of West Virginia., being latitude 330 57.9' and longitnde 790 H:i.9'. This is the most decide<l 
southward moyement that it has made during any decade. This appears to have been due in part to the addition 
of Florida to onr territory, and in part to the great extension of settlements in Louisiana, Mississippi, and Arkansas, 
or generally, it may be said, in the southwest. 

l<'rom 1830 to 1840 it movetl still farther westward, but slightly changed its direction northward, reaching a 
point lG miles south of Clarksburg, \Vest Virginia, being in latitude 390 2' and longitude 800 18'. 

During this decade settlement had macle decided adYances in the prairie states and in the southern portions of 
Michigan arnl Wisconsin, the balance of increasecl settlem.e11t evidently being in favor of the northwest. 

From 1840 to 185.0 it moved westwarfl, arnl slightly southward again, reaching a point about 23 miles southeast 
of Parkersburg, West Virginfa, fatitnde 330 5!J' and longitude s10 19', the change of direction southward being 
nrgely dno to the annexation of Texas. 
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From 1850 to 1860 it moved west, and slightly uorthward, reac1iing a point 20 miles south of Ohillicotllc, Ohio, 
this beiug in latitude 390 0.4', longitude s20 48.8'. 

From 1800 to 1870 it moved westward and sharply northward, reaching a point about 48 miles east by north of 
Oincinnati. Tlris northward movement is due in part to the waste and clestmction in the south consequent upon 
the civil war, and in part, probably, to the fact that the census of 1870 was defective in its ennmern.tiou of the 
southern people, especially of the newly enfranchised colorecl population. In its present 11osition, the center of 
population has returned southward nearly to the latitude which it had in 1860. This southward movement is, 
however, dne only in part to the fact of an imperfect emuneration at the south in 1870. The southern states have 
made a large positive increase during the decade, both from the natural growth of the existing population and 
from immigration in t11e sonthwesk 

The closeness with which the center of population, through such rapid westward movement as has been 
recorded, has clung to the parallel of 390 of latitucle cannot fail to be noticed. The most northern point reached was 
at tlle start in 1790; the most southern point was in 1830, the preceding decade having witnessed a rapicl 
develo1)!nent of population in the southwest-Alabama, Arkansas, Mississippi, and Louisiana having been admittecl 
as states, and Florida annexed and organized as a territory. The extreme variation in latitude has been less than 
19 minutes, wbile the ninety years of record have accomplished a movement of longitude of nearly Bk degrees. 
Assuming the westward movement to have been uniformly along the parallel of 390 fatitude, the westward. 
movement of the several decades bas been as follows: 1790-1800, 41 miles; 1800-1810, 36 miles; 1810-1820, 50 
miles; 1820-1830, 39 miles; 1830-1840, 55 miles; 1840-1850, 55 miles; 1850-1860, 81 miles; 1860-1870, 4~ miles, 
and 1870-1880, 58 miles-a total westward movement of 457 miles. The sudden acceleration of movement betwee1i 
1850and1860 was due to a transfer of a considerable body of population from the Atlantic to the Pacific coa8t, twelve 
individuals in San Francisco exf\rtiug as nuwh pressurn at the then pivotal point, viz, the crossing of tlrn 83d 
meridian and the 39th parallel, as forty individuals at Boston. 

The following table, with the accompanying ma1i, shows the movement of the center of population since l mo: 
TABLB XV.-POSITION OF THE CENTER OF POPULATION. 

Date. -=~titud~~ I W. lo~~i::c~e~------=~~~o-~;1~1ito location hy importnnt towns. ·1, \';;i~!';S~~in1;~,~~: -, 
cccllng <lecncl<l. 

---'" --·---------·------- ---~~--------·---- --~----· ·---·-------------~----- --------- ---
0 I 0 I Miles. 

1700 ••. 30 16. r. 70 11. 2 23 miles cast of Bnltinwre, Marylnnrl .............••.........•...••..... , .•...•••....•.. 
1800 .•• 30 16. l 76 56. 5 18 miles west of Baltimore, Marylan<l .•.•• , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . 41 

1810 ... 30 11.r. 77 37. 2 40 miles northw!!st by west uf '\Vnsl1ington 1 District of Columbia... 36 
1820 ••. 30 5. 7 78 33. 0 16 miles north of Woollstock, Virginia.............................. RO 

1830 .•. 38 57. 0 70 16 0 10 miles wost-.southwest of J\fooroflelcl, West Virginin, . .. . . . . ... ... . 39 
1840 ••. 30 02. 0 80 18. 0 

1850 •.• 38 59. 0 Bl 10. 0 
1860 ••• 30 0. 4 82 48.8 

16 miles south of Ulnrksbm·g, Wost Virginin. .....• · ......... · ·•· · · • ·1 55 
23 miles southeast of Parkersburg, ·west Vil•ginia.................. . 55 
20 ruilos south of Chilllcotho, Ohio.................................. SL 

1870 ••• 30 12. 0 83 35. 7 48 miles enst by north of Cincinnati, Oltio.. •• . .. .. . . .......... .. . .• . •12 
1880 ••. 30 4. 1 84 30. 7 Smiles wost l>y soutl1 of Cincinnati, Ohio . . . . . • . . • . • .. . • • • • • . . . . • • li8 -----Tot.al. ..... , ............................. , . • • • • • • • • • • • . • • . • • 4&7 
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